
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity                                  September 3, 2023
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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today.  May the Word of God that you hear convince you of the love that He has for you in Christ.

   With this Sunday we enter the second half of the Trinity Season.  In the first half, beginning in June, we learned of the motive behind our responses to everything in life – the mercy and love of God towards us.  We heard of His grace that sufficiently provides for all our needs and motivates us in our responsibilities and duties towards Him, as summarized in the Ten Commandments.  In these next weeks, we move on to consider the character of a Christian.  What is it to be a Christian? Or what does a Christian life do?  Our lessons for the day will address the various aspects of the Christian life, its aims, its joys, its, difficulties, and its final perfection.  

   One aspect that we will review in the upcoming weeks is the Christian’s privilege and duty of prayer.  Prayer is a work inspired within by the love of God towards us in Christ.  Prayer is sometimes defined as a heart-to-heart talk with God.  We will view different aspects of that heartfelt talk on the basis of the Lord’s Prayer.  As we begin our study, may God richly bless our time as we consider this work of prayer - not only for what we ought to pray, but how we should approach God in prayer.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Christian Serves in Love
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Speak, O Lord, As We Come To You”                                    insert
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Zechariah 7:4-10 The Lord, through His Prophet Zechariah addresses His people’s hypocrisy.  Their works were not done out of love for God.  He admonishes them to carry out acts of love and compassion towards each other.

Galatians 3:16-22 The Law does not give life.  Neither does it annul God’s earlier covenant of grace with Abraham.  Abraham’s inheritance of the land, even more, the blessing of the Savior, was given to Him as a promise from God.  It was based in love and is received by Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Gospel.  

The Hymn Response: “The Law Commands and Makes Us Know”                           #289
Luke 10:25-37 Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan.  It reveals the aspects of life under the two covenants.  The priest and Levite were doers of the Law in the strictest sense.  Yet, they failed in keeping it through its essential ingredient – love.  The Samaritan was “outside” the Law, yet he served God and his neighbor in love.
The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                                       #464
The Sermon:                    God’s People Always Pray                                
                                                       Luke 18:1-9
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory (page 22) and The Offering                                                                                    
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymns: “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”                                                 #276

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”                                    #314
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “My God, Accept My Heart This Day”


st.4-5 
   #336
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: “Learn what it means to love God.  This Samaritan loved God.  Not that He gave anything to God, but he showed his love in that he helped the poor wounded man as much as he could.  For thus says God, ‘If you want to love me and serve me, give your neighbor loving service; he needs it; I do not need it.’  That is why this Samaritan is serving our Lord in heaven with his money, with his beast, with his oil and wine.  Not that our Lord God is personally in need of these, or that the Samaritan served our Lord God directly.  He does these things to his neighbor, and this is called doing them to God.”                                          -- Martin Luther on How to Prove Love to God

