The Festival of the Reformation

- Sunday, October 29, 2023 -

A joint worship service of Peace and Zion Ev. Lutheran Churches 
of Marshfield and Springfield, Missouri
(Members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod)

Peace LC , Marshfield: 300 E. Washington St.           Zion LC, Springfield, 4717 S Farm Rd 135 (Golden Ave.) 

Peace Telephone: 417.468.6061        Zion Telephone: 417.887.0886        Pastor’s cell phone: 417.693.3244

  www.peacelutheran wels.church            www.zionluthchurch.com            email: revelehmann@gmail.com
“He who stands firm to the end will be saved.”   Matthew 10:22
F o r    O u r    V i s i t o r s
We extend a warm and sincere welcome in our Savior’s name. Please sign our guest book, located on the table just outside the sanctuary. If you desire more information about Peace or Zion Lutheran Churches or are in need of spiritual guidance, please call upon our pastor at any time. We are delighted to have you join us today and invite you to return soon.

O u r    M i s s i o n
Peace and Zion Evangelical Lutheran Churches exist to proclaim the Gospel, making disciples for Christ and strengthening believers for a life of service to God.  To God alone be the glory.

W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
   This morning’s worship is loosely patterned on the outline of “The Deutsche Messe,” The German Mass and Order of Service, arranged by Martin Luther in 1526.  The term “Mass” comes from the Latin word “mitto,” meaning “to send.”  At the end of the service the pastor dismissed the congregation with words by which he “sent” them into the world as witnesses for Christ.  

   In arranging the service, Luther’s intent was two-fold:  1) to place the worship service into the language that his people understood and in which they could participate; and 2) to purify it from the doctrinal and devotional abominations and features that had crept into the service in his day.  

   In the present day, our Sunday services at Zion and Peace have additions that have arisen over time and were not a part of the simplified worship service that Martin Luther wrote for the German people.  But many of the service parts are the same.  Luther’s service for the German people always included an order of Holy Communion that was a bit shorter than the ones which our congregations normally use.  Holy Communion will not be a part of the service today.   
   On Reformation Sunday we thank God for the gift of His Word and His preservation of it throughout history.  It is a strong and powerful Word that carries the message of salvation straight to the heart.  Through it He calls each of us to be His redeemed children.  With it He blesses us for time and eternity in the redeeming love that we have received from Him.  By it He enables us to stand firm in faith to the end. 
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  From Martin Luther’s Day to the present, October 31, 1517 has been considered the birthday of the Reformation.  At noon on this Eve of All Saints’ Day (“All Hallows E’en”; “Holy Evening”), Luther nailed on the Castle Church (Schloss Kirche) door, which served as a bulletin board for faculty and students of the University of Wittenberg, his Ninety-five Theses, as his Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences has commonly been called.  He intended that these theses serve as a basis for a scholarly discussion with his colleagues at the university and other learned men.  His act may have been prompted by the fact that people were gathering in Wittenberg to adore the collection of religious relics (bones of the saints, pieces of the cross, etc.) on All Saints’ Day, Nov.1.

     At the same time a Dominican monk named John Tetzel was causing a great stir with his sale of indulgences (pardon from temporal punishment and satisfaction for sin).  In Luther’s own words:  “This same Tetzel now began to peddle indulgences.  With might and main he sold grace for money as dearly or as cheaply as he could.  At the time I was preacher here in the cloister and was filled as a new doctor with an ardent love for the Scriptures. 

     “When many people from Wittenberg ran after indulgences, I did not know what indulgences were, but no one else knew either.  I carefully began to preach that one could do something better and more certain than to purchase indulgences….At first I let everything continue its course.  Then it was reported that Tetzel was preaching some cruel and terrible propositions, such as the following:

- He had grace and power from the Pope to offer forgiveness even if someone had slept with  

  the Holy Virgin Mother of God, as long as a contribution would be put into the coffer;

- Furthermore, the red Cross of Indulgences and the papal coat of arms on the flag of the 
  churches were as powerful as the Cross of Christ;

- Moreover, even if St. Peter were here now he’d have no greater grace or power than (Tetzel) 
  had;
- Furthermore, he would not want to trade places in heaven with St. Peter, for he (Tetzel) had 
  redeemed more souls with his indulgences than Peter with his sermons;

- Furthermore, if anyone put money into the coffer for a soul in purgatory, the soul would leave  

  purgatory for heaven the moment one could hear the penny clink at the bottom of the chest;
- Also the grace of indulgences is the grace by which man is reconciled with God;

- Furthermore, it is not necessary to show remorse or sorrow or do penance for sins when 
  purchasing indulgences or a letter of indulgence.  He even sold indulgences for future sins.
Such abominable things he did abundantly.  He was merely interested in money.”

(1541 WA 51,538)
     In the 95 Theses Luther applied his evangelical theology to indulgences.  He hoped thereby to find an answer to a problem which had disturbed him and other sincere Christians for a long time.


That He would forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors so that our hearts may rest and rejoice in good conscience before Him and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us.


That He would not lead us into temptation but help us by His Spirit to subdue the flesh, to despise the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles.


And lastly, that He would deliver us from all evil, both of body and soul, now and forever.


All those who earnestly desire these things will say from their hearts:  Amen, trusting without any doubt that it is “Yea,” and answered in heaven as Christ has promised: “Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you shall receive it, and you will.” Amen.

Join with me in the Lord’s Prayer:  “Our Father, Who art in heaven…    Hymnal p. 14                                                                                           
Collect for the Church                                                                                                               Pastor
Benediction – The congregation will sing the triple “Amen” at the end.

Closing Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’                                                                        262
Silent Prayer
*                               *                              *

Today’s Service Music: Judy Bertoldie, organist          The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann 

Today’s Anthems sung by The Adult Choir at Peace and Members from Zion
Point to Ponder  Martin Luther’s closing comments on the Service he introduced in his day: 

   “In short, this or any other order shall be so used that whenever it becomes an abuse, it shall be straightway abolished and replaced by another, even as King Hezekiah put away and destroyed the brazen serpent, though God Himself had commanded it be made, because the children of Israel made an abuse of it (2 Kings 18:4).  For the orders must serve for the promotion of faith and love and not be to the detriment of faith.  As soon as they fail to do this, they are invalid, dead, and gone; just as a good coin, when counterfeited, is canceled and changed because of the abuse, or as new shoes when they become old and uncomfortable are no longer worn but thrown away and new ones bought.  

   “An order is an external thing.  No matter how good it is, it can be abused.  Then it is no longer an order, but a disorder.  No order is, therefore, valid in itself…..But the validity, value, power, and virtue of any order is in its proper use.   Otherwise, it is utterly worthless and good for nothing.  God’s Spirit and grace be with us all.  Amen.”

From Volume 53 of Luther’s Work on Hymns and Liturgy

The Order of Worship

The Preparation
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

All:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger.  Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen.
Opening Hymn: “Thy Strong Word”           (Congregation joins with Choir on stanzas 1&6)
Organ Introduction
Congregation & Choir:

1. Thy strong Word did cleave the darkness;   At Thy speaking it was done.


For created light we thank Thee,   While Thine ordered seasons run.


(Refrain):
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise to Thee who light dost send!




Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia without end.

Choir

2.  Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,  Dark as night and deep as death,


 Broke the light of our salvation,  Breathed Thine own life giving breath.   (Refrain)
3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;  Bright with Thine own holiness,


 Glorious now, we press toward glory,   And our lives our hope confess.   (Refrain)

4.
 From the cross Thy wisdom shining  Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;


 From the cross forever beameth  All Thy bright redeeming light.   (Refrain)

5.
 Give us lips to sing Thy glory,  Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,


 Throats that shout the hope that fills us,  Mouths to speak Thy holy name.


 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  May the light which Thou dost send


 Fill our songs with alleluias,  Alleluias without end!

Organ Interlude

Congregation and Choir:

6. God the Father, light creator,  To Thee laud and honor be.


 To Thee, Light of  Light begotten,  Praise be sung eternally.


 Holy Spirit, light revealer,  Glory, glory, be to Thee.


 Mortals, angels, now and ever  Praise the Holy Trinity!

The Confession of Sins

Luther did not place a Confession of Sins at the start of the service.  The early Lutheran Church continued the practice of private confession and absolution. It was not until the introduction of “The Common Service” of 1888 that the addition of the confession and absolution for all worshipers became part of the Lutheran liturgy in America.  
P:
Let us confess our sins:

C:
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserve Your punishment now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

The Kyrie                                                                                                                      Pastor                                                                                  
The Kyrie is a cry for God’s mercy and help.  It expresses the confidence of faith that God will hear and answer our prayers. “Kyrie Eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have mercy” and was sung by the pastor.  
The Prayer of the Day                                                                                               Pastor
The Prayer of the Day, historically known as “The Collect,” is an ancient set of prayers “collected” together. They summarize all petitions of God’s Church, using a pattern noted for brevity, beauty, and poetry.  Each Sunday has its unique Prayer of the Day, based on the Gospel, chanted by the pastor.
The Ministry of the Word

Luther retained the centuries-old list of Scripture Lessons.  He also retained the practice of chanting the readings. Each person speaking (e.g., Jesus, apostles, Pharisees) had their own melody to identify who was speaking.  Luther saw chanting as a means to minimize the reader’s personality and to adorn and focus attention on the words of the lesson.  The lessons will not be chanted this morning.

The Epistle Lesson: Revelation 14:6-7 - A Flying Angel Proclaims the Eternal Gospel. 
6Then I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven.  He had the everlasting Gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth, to every nation, tribe, language, and people.  7He said with a loud voice: “Fear God and give Him glory because the hour of His judgment has come. Worship Him who made the sky, the earth, the sea, and the springs of water.”
The Anthem:  “Immanuel, God with Us”                                                                                     Adult Choir
The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 11:12-15 - The Kingdom of Heaven Forcefully Advances. 

12From the day of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of Heaven has been advancing forcefully and forceful people are seizing it. 13In fact, all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  14If you are willing to receive it, he is the Elijah who was to come.  15Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.
The Hymn:  “Built on the Rock the Church Doth Stand”                                                     467
The Sermon:  “Fly, Oh, Angel, and Proclaim the Gospel”                   Revelation 14:6-7
The Response to the Word

The Hymn:  “The Church’s One Foundation”                                                                          473
Following the lesson of the day, before the prayer, the congregation would sing a hymn, confessing their faith.
The Offering

Paraphrase on the Lord’s Prayer  

After the sermon a public paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer and admonition for those who were to partake of the sacrament followed.  Whether the words were read in the pulpit immediately after the sermon or at the altar, Luther left to the individual officiant’s judgment.  It seemed that the ancients did so in the pulpit so that it was still the custom to read general prayers or the Lord’s Prayer in the pulpit.  He asked that the wording of both would follow a prescribed manner for the sake of the common people lest the officiant “do it one way today and another tomorrow and so parade his talents and confuse the people so that they can neither learn nor retain anything.”

Pastor: Friends in Christ:  Since we are here assembled in the name of the Lord, I admonish you to lift your hearts to God to pray with me The Lord’s Prayer, as Christ our Lord has taught us and graciously promised to hear us.  


That God, our Father in heaven may look with mercy on us, His needy children on earth, and grant us grace so that His holy name is hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of His Word and the fervent love of our lives; that He would graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby His precious name is being blasphemed and profaned.  


That His Kingdom may come to us and expand; that all transgressors and they who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom be brought to know Jesus Christ His Son by faith, and that the number of Christians may be increased.


That we may be strengthened by His spirit to do and suffer His will, both in life and in death, in good and in evil things, and always to break, slay, and sacrifice our own wills.


That He would give us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us to trust that He will provide for all our needs.

The following are a few examples of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses regarding the abuses which had crept into the church.  With these he called for a debate in the church on such issues:
#1.
Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in saying, “Repent ye,” intended that the whole life of believers should be penitence.

#3. 
It does not refer solely to inward penitence; nay, such inward penitence is naught unless it outwardly produces various mortifications of the flesh. 

#21
Those preachers of indulgences are in error who say that by the indulgences of the Pope a man is loosed and saved from all punishment.

#27
They preach human doctrine who say that the soul flies out of purgatory as soon as the money, thrown into the chest, rattles.

#37
Every true Christian, whether living or dead, has a share in all the benefits of Christ and of the Church, given him by God, even without letters of indulgence.

#43
Christians should be taught that he who gives to a poor man or lends to a needy man does better than if he buys indulgences.

#62
The true treasure of the Church is the holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.

#94
Christians are to be exhorted to strive to follow Christ, their Head, through pain, death, and hell.

#95
And thus to enter heaven through many tribulations rather than in the security of peace.
Calendar for the Week This coming week both of our congregations will follow their normal schedule of activities for the first week in the month. 
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Remember In Your Prayers our members, family, friends, and others who are suffering through illness, accidents, or the like, and the world that is desperately in need of turning to the Lord in faith. 
Fish Fry & Meeting  Following the service today the members of Peace invite everyone to stay for our annual Fall Fish Fry.  It truly is a treat – “One of my favorite meals,” pastor says.  We thank the men who caught, cleaned, and prepared the fish; the cookers who prepared the meal; and all others who helped in cleaning, set-up, and the bringing of other foods for us to enjoy.  We truly appreciate all your efforts.  Following the meal, Pastor Dennis Klatt, WELS Minnesota District President, will address both congregations on the calling process for a pastor.  Please, if at all possible, remain for the meeting with him to know what lies ahead for our congregations in the months ahead. 
Forward in Christ’s latest issue for November has arrived.  There are copies for family and friends on the table in the narthex.  
Upcoming Dates

- This afternoon at 4:30 pm – WELS/ELS AR/MO area Reformation Service at Beautiful Savior LC, Bella Vista, AR; A supper follows the service. If you are able to attend, see pastor for the address.
- Friday-Sunday, November 10-12 – Annual Women’s Retreat at Lake of the Ozarks, Heit’s Point 

- Wednesday, November 25 – Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at Peace; 7 pm

- Thursday, November 26 – Thanksgiving Day Worship Service at Zion; 10 am
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Next Sunday’s Lessons:

Pentecost 22: Proverbs 24:14-20; Philippians 1:3-11; Matthew 18:23-35[image: image4.wmf].   The 7th Petition
