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  Welcome in our Savior’s name. May the Word we hear today prepare us for the day of the Lord’s return.

   Is it not foolish to be living in this present mixed up world without a thought of what will happen when this world ends?  Yet this happens every day.  Millions of people eat and drink and pursue their carnal cravings, but they overlook that an inevitable reckoning time draws near.  At that time all of their deeds done in the body shall be brought before the Lord at His return, and then the judgment will take place.  The account must be satisfied.

   Our world tries to close its eyes to this fact, that the last day will come and then the judgment.  It tries to forget that the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus, will appear in the clouds in all His divine glory.  He will sit on His throne of justice, and all will be gathered before Him.    

   Sometimes it seems as though the world treats this whole matter like it were a piece of ancient superstition.  But when it comes, there will be nothing funny about it.  But Christians, knowing that they are redeemed in the blood of Christ will look forward to that day with joy. They will live in confidence as they await its coming. So we say, “Amen. So it shall be.  We await the day! Amen.”

    Today in our sermon text we conclude our study on the Lord’s Prayer with the final word of joy, exaltation, and above all, truth:  “Amen!” 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Last Things – The Final Judgment  
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                                          #574
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19


The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Daniel 7:9-14 In a vision Daniel sees the heavenly throne room and the Son of Man coming in great glory with the clouds of heaven.  All authority was given to Him by the One on the throne.  Many fell down in worship to Him.  

2 Peter 3:3-14  Peter exhorts believers to live god-fearing lives as they see the signs of the end times about them and wait for the final judgment to come.  Others may scoff about it, but that day will come, and believers look forward in joy to being with their Lord. 

The Adult Choir: “Hear My Heart’s Sincere Desire”


             
Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus describes what will happen in the final judgment.  All nations will be gathered before Christ’s judgment seat.  A separation of the “sheep” and the “goats” will take place.  A verdict will be pronounced on both, and the final lot of believer and unbeliever will take place.  Jesus spoke to comfort and encourage us in faith.  

The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”



   #457
The Sermon:                            Lord, Teach Us to Pray…

                          “Amen!”
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory (page 22) and The Offering                                                                                    
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymns: “Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Hast Prepared”                             #306

Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”



st.6&7    #611
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder  “No one is better prepared for Judgment Day than the person who longs to be without sin….He should earnestly pray that the time of (Christ’s) judgment and visitation, together with His Kingdom, may come soon and redeem us…. I suppose that Judgment Day is not far away…. In my opinion, that day will come after Easter, in spring, when the year is most beautiful, early in the morning, at the rising of the sun.  The sky will be overcast, and there will be thunder for an hour or a little longer…And so Judgment Day will suddenly come upon the world.”           -- Martin Luther on Judgment Day

