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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  May God’s Word that we hear today prompt our hearts to be ready in faith at any moment for our Lord’s return.

   The Last Sunday of the Church Year is a culmination or a summary of all that went before us in our lessons throughout the year.  This is where sin, our redemption, and a life of sanctification lead – to the end of all things.  At that time our Lord will return, just once, to receive to Himself all who looked to Him in faith as the Savior.  The end of the Church Year symbolizes the End of All Things.  We must be prepared in faith for that time.’

   Nothing dare be put off or left unattended to if it is vital for our eternal welfare.  We are never told the hour or the day of Christ’s return in judgment.  Therefore, it is wise to be ready for it every second of our lives.  To be ready is to have security.  To be unready is foolish and fatal eternally.

   Therefore, we pray: “Lord in this final hour prepare us through Word and Sacrament in our faith, that, at Your second coming, we may be found with faith’s lamp burning brightly and the oil of Your grace sustaining us.  Grant us such security for Your name’s sake. Amen. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Keep Watch.  Heaven’s Bridegroom Comes Soon.
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “O’er the Distant Mountains Breaking”                                       #606
The Order of Holy Baptism                                                                                        insert
Baptismal Hymn: “The Savior Kindly Calls”                                                                 #302
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Isaiah 35:3-10 When the Lord returns, he will come to save His people.  He will make things new again and turn all things around from the way that we know them in the present time.  The Lord’s ransomed ones will enter heavenly Zion safely and in joy on the road He has prepared.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 The day of Christ’s return will not catch believers by surprise.  Although the day will come suddenly, when least expected, the sons of the light await it in a life of faith and self-control. Mindful of the salvation that will be theirs, Christians encourage one another to be alert and ready in faith.

Hymn Response: “Let Thoughtless Thousands Choose the Road”                            #608
Matthew 25:1-13 The Parable of the Ten Virgin Bridesmaids calls us to a state of constant vigilance.  It symbolically represents spiritual readiness against unreadiness, watchfulness against sleep.  Since the hour of Jesus’ return is not known, we are to keep watch, prepared in faith, ready to receive Him at any moment lest we lose out forever.  Once the door to heaven is shut, it is not opened again.  So, be wise and ready.

The Sermon Hymn: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”                                              #609
The Sermon:                         When the Bridegroom Comes…

Matthew 25:1-13
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus:  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction:  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “Jerusalem, the Golden”         

                                       #613 
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder  “The Lord be praised, who has taught us to sigh and yearn after that day…. I hope that the Last Day will not be long delayed.  The darkness grows thicker around us and godly servants of the Most High become even more rare.  Impiety and licentiousness are rampant throughout the world, and we live like pigs, like wild beasts, devoid of all reason.  But a voice will soon be heard thundering forth: ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!’  God will not be able to bear this wicked world much longer but will come with that dreadful Day and chastise the scorners of His word.  But the righteous in Christ will ascend upwards into heaven and there live everlastingly.”        -- Martin Luther


