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The Second Sunday in Advent - December 10, 2023  
“Lift up your heads because your redemption is near!”  Luke 21:29

“And may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace.” Romans 15:13  
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Lift up your heads, you gates.  Lift yourselves up, you ancient doors, and the King of Glory will come in. Who is this king of glory? The LORD strong and mighty – the Lord of Armies – He is the King of Glory.  (Psalm 24).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Lift Your Heads in Anticipation. Your King Comes.   For centuries the Christian Church has ushered in the Advent Season with the singing of the hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates.”  What is meant by these words?

   The psalmist first spoke these words.  He may have pictured in his mind the gigantic doors or gates in the wall that encircled Jerusalem.  “Be alert!” he cried.  “Get ready to open for the King!”  Years later we can picture Jesus riding through those “doors” on Palm Sunday.

   Today we should think of them as the doors of our hearts, opening to receive in faith our Advent King, recalling His birth, remembering His promise to come for us again, and rejoicing that He comes to us even now, daily, through Word and Sacrament. 

   To that end we pray: “Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only begotten Son. By His coming give us strength in our conflicts and enable us to serve You as one people with cleans hands and pure hearts; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Malachi 4:1-6
The great and dreadful Day of the Lord is coming.  In it the evil doer will be judged.  But before that day comes, The Sun of Righteousness shall arrive with healing for His people.  His Forerunner will prepare the way before Him. 
The Epistle Lesson: Romans 15:4-13
As we wait and longingly look forward to Christ’s appearance in His Second Coming, we might grow weary and discouraged.  But the Scriptures were written to maintain hope in the hearts of withing believers, believing Jews and Gentiles alike.  These Scriptures were written for our learning and for the uniting of all God’s people in Him.  

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 21:25-36      

The Lord speaks to His people to cheer and encourage the faithful. Terrifying things will continue to come upon the earth.  But when you see the signs of the end all around, lift your heads in expectation and hope.  Always be on the watch as you wait for the Lord’s final Advent.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie        

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “Who can lift up his head in the face of such terrible wrath and judgment?  If the whole world is filled with fear at that day and lets fall its head and countenance out of terror and anxiety, how shall we look up and lift up our hears?  How shall we manifest any joy in and longing for these signs?

   “In answer I would say that all this is spoken only to those who are really Christians and not to heathen…. True Christians are so afflicted with all manner of temptations and persecutions that in this life they are miserable.  Therefore, they wait and long and pray for redemption from sin and all evil, as we also pray in the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Thy Kingdom come,’ and ‘Deliver us from evil.’

   “If we are true Christians, we will earnestly and heartily join in this prayer.  If we do not so pray, we are not yet true Christians.”

-- Martin Luther on The Comfort Christians Have When these Signs Appear – Luke 21:25ff
Outline of

Our Worship
The Preparation
Advent Candle Lighting

The Candle of Peace
The Morning Service: page 5 
The Entrance Hymn: #73

(Third Tune)
The Confession of Sins: pg.5-6

The Introit, Kyrie, Glorias, and

Prayer of the Day: pg.6-9

The Ministry of the Word

Malachi 4:1-6

Romans 15:4-13

Hymn Response: #72
Luke 21:25-36
Apostles’ Creed: pg.12
Sermon Hymn: #64
Sermon Text: Romans 15:4,13

Increase Your Hope.

Read the Scriptures!
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory & Offering: pg. 12
Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

Prayer: Hymnal pg.14
The Benediction

Closing Hymn: #645 st.1&5
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
