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The Third Sunday in Advent – Gaudate (“Rejoice”)

December 17, 2023  
“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. “Speak to (their) heart.” Isaiah 40:1  
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things. His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.  Shout for joy to the LORD…. Sing for joy together before the LORD.” (Psalm 98).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Rejoice! The Savior Comes to Proclaim Divine Comfort.  In the Bible, heat and the desert are often used to picture the oppressive nature of sin in our lives.  It beats us down, wears us out, and in the end would consume us through God’s judgment on it.  So it was that God sent John the Baptist into the desert to preach the desperate need for repentance.

   But there was more.  God promised to come to His people as they prepared with repentant hearts to receive Him. He would come to comfort them, end their hard times, and bestow on them forgiveness and double blessings. Divine deliverance was at hand. Sorrow and suffering would flee before Him, and rejoicing would return to them.

   So it is that the message of the Third Sunday in Advent comes like a refreshing pool on a hot summer’s day to bring relief to God’s people.  In the desert of sin there is joy to be found in the advent of the Savior.

   To that end we pray:  Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for Your name’s sake.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Through the Prophet Isaiah, God comforted His distressed people with the assurance that He will come to deliver His afflicted people from their time of hard captivity.  Their time of tribulation would end; their sins were paid for.  He would send a messenger to prepare His way for Him to come to His repentant people.  And they would rejoice.   

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
The King who is coming again has servants who faithfully prepare the people for His coming.  They are to be faithful stewards of God’s mysteries, getting the people ready for His Second Advent. He will be the One to judge the work and intentions of one’s heart. 
The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 11:2-10      

While in prison John sent his disciples to Jesus that they might find out if He were the Messiah. Jesus reveals that John was the long-awaited Forerunner of the Christ and greatest of His messengers.  
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                 

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder:  “God has chosen despised and frail human beings for the ministry of the Word that the divine power of the Word might become apparent – a power that is impossible to suppress, even in the weakest of persons.  Moreover, if the mighty of the world were to preach the Gospel, people would be captivated more by the authority of the person preaching than by the Word itself.”

- Martin Luther on Man’s Weakness Makes God’s Power Stand Out from a sermon on Is.40

Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Advent Candle Lighting - Joy
The Entrance Hymn: #59
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Isaiah 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Adult Choir: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Matthew 11:2-11
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22
The Sermon Hymn: #61
Sermon: Isaiah 40:1-11
Cry Out: “Double for All Your Sins!”
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #63 & 106
Post Communion:  pg.29

The Closing Hymn: #75 st.3-4 
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
