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The Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 24, 2023  
“Rejoice!  The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:4  
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

(Messiah speaks) “Then I said, ‘Here I am. I have come.  The book written on a scroll tells about me.  My God, I take pleasure in doing Your will.  I preach righteousness in the great assembly. Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You” (Psalm 40).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Preparation.  The ancient Church called the last Sunday before the celebration of the Nativity The Praeparatio, that is, The Preparation.  Indeed, the lessons of the day and the prayers seek to reflect the sense of immediacy, preparation, and expectation of the faithful: “The Lord is near”; “Make straight the way of the Lord”; “Listen to Him;” “Then I said, ‘Here I am, I have come;’” Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come!” Such are exclamations of joy and hope in anticipation of that which is about to take place – the coming of the Savior.”

  If we are to be properly prepared for the commemoration of Christ’s first coming, the inner spiritual presence of Christ is needed. Then we shall be properly prepared to bow before our Savior.  

   Therefore, in eager expectation of His coming, we pray:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of Your birth so that we might receive You in joy and serve You always, for Your name’s sake.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy: 18:15-19
The Lord promises His Old Testament people to send a prophet to them like Moses.  He would be greater than Moses for from Him comes the Word of the Lord and in Him is grace and truth.  He will intercede and make atonement for them before God. Those who listen to Him will be saved. 

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7
Even though St. Paul was in prison and endured many hardships because the world opposed the Gospel of Christ that he preached, he could still rejoice in the Lord and encourages us to do the same.  The Lord is near.  Put aside anger and anxiety, setting your mind on Him.  

Gospel Lesson:  John 1:19-28      

Before Christ’s first coming God sent John the Baptizer as a witness to the Savior’s ministry which was about to come on the earth.  John freely confessed Christ and his own role in preparing the way for Him.  That was his joy, calling people to repentance and faith in the coming Savior.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                  The Liturgist: Cody Bone
The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “The hope of a Christian is the anchor of his soul, as the writer to the Hebrews says (6:19, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul.  It is sure and firm and it goes behind the inner curtain where Jesus entered ahead of us on our behalf.’
   “Hope is also the Christian’s helmet in the battle of life, as Paul writes to the Ephesians (6:17), “At all times hold up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the Evil One.  Also, take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.’  

   “How invaluable is the Christian hope!  To us it is like the anchor to a ship in a storm.  Such an anchor is found in the hope of the Christmas Gospel.  While that hope is firm, we need fear nothing.  All is then safe, and we may look calmly on, assured that we shall ride out the storm and come at last safely into the haven of peace, where storms and tempests are forever unknown…. Hope fills the afflicted soul with such inward joy and consolation.”                                   -- adapted from Albert Barnes on “Hope”
Outline of

Our Worship

Lord, Hear Us
Advent Candlelighting – Hope
Entrance Hymn: #62
Today’s Order of Worship: 

Matins: Hymnal pgs.32-34

Psalmody: Psalm 40 

Hymnal pg.132
Lord, Feed Us 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19
Philippians 4:4-7
Hymn Response: #73 st.1-3 
John 1:19-28
Hymn: #69 st.1-4 
Sermon Text: John 1:19-28
Listen to the Voice that Cries Out 
Lord, Accept 

Our Response
The Offering 
 In place of the Te Deum Laudamus: Hymn #92
The Prayers: pg.39

Lord, Bless Us
The Benediction: pg.40

Closing Hymn: #66
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
