miraculous paths until they died, blessed in the faith in the Promised Savior to come. They are examples of endurance and hope, pointing us to the hope that can be ours.


In them we see the Lord’s promises at work, promises like: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them; they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can snatch them out of my hand.” 


In them we have examples of God’s promise that, “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  But God is faithful. He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it” 1Co.10:13).  


Finally, in them we can see the assurance, “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Phlp.1:6). How can we not read these things in the Scriptures without being strengthened in faith and convinced of the hope that is ours in Christ?  Why should God give us all these examples of great sinners who were led to salvation on the wonderful path of grace if He did not desire that we seize the hope they had in Christ. That hope comforts us in life, grants us endurance in faith, and allows us to die in full confidence in the Savior who came for us.


Don’t rob yourself of the treasure of the Scriptures. Increase Your Hope and Joy in Them this Advent Season. Read Them. “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him.” God grant it to us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  
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Theme:   Increase Your Hope.  Read the Scriptures.                                           

How often do you read the Old Testament Scriptures? If I gave you a test on the Old Testament writings, how would you do? Would you pass the test?


Many people find the Old Testament Scriptures hard to read.  The names are difficult to pronounce. There are so many awful and bloody stories, stories about horrible sins, terrible wars, and the slaughtering of thousands of people.  There are very detailed descriptions of worship ceremonies, equipment, clothing, buildings, prophecies and sayings that are often hard to understand.  And the history, very few people know the accounts of ancient history.  These and other factors keep some Christians from not paying much attention to the Old Testament.  


But no one should doubt that the Old Testament is of the greatest relevance for us New Testament Christians.  Paul knew that the Old Testament lessons are vital for us. So he wrote, “Everything that was written in the past was written for our instruction so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  Not just any old hope, but THE hope, the hope that is found in our Savior whose birth we will soon celebrate. So, dear friends, Increase Your Hope. Read the Scriptures.
I. They tell you about the Christ to come.


Think about it.  Without the Old Testament, we would know nothing about the beginning of the world; we would know very little about the end of the world; and we would know very little about ourselves, what we are like, and what we so desperately need.


It’s the Old Testament that reveals to us how God called the world out of nothingness into existence. It tells us how He preserves and governs it.  It tells us how man was created good and in the image of God, how man was tempted by the devil, and how he fell into sin and death.  It tells us how at the very beginning God promised to save us by sending a Redeemer to take away our sin and crush the power of the devil in our lives.  It tells us where He would be born.  It tells us what kind of a mother He would have.  It tells us how people would rejoice at His coming. I wonder how many of our Advent and Christmas songs aren’t based on the O.T.


Next week we will sing one: “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People.”  That’s one of my favorite Advent hymns.  Without the Old Testament, I wouldn’t be able to enjoy its message. You see, the New Testament is an announcement that God’s promises in the Old Testament are fulfilled, and I may have comfort from my sins.  God promised it and He fulfilled it. In so many ways the New Testament can’t be understood without the Old Testament, otherwise known by Paul as “the Scriptures.”

Without the Old Testament we would not be sure that Jesus is the Savior of the world, whose coming was promised. The Old Testament tells us about His coming ahead of time.  He would be descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He would come through the tribe of Judah and King David’s family line.  It pinpoints that family for us.  In the Old Testament we learn when and where He would appear, the works He would perform, and the teachings He would speak.  We learn that He would be the seed of the woman, true man, son of a virgin, but that He would also be the Son of God, who comes with divine power and glory.  Without the Old Testament the New Testament wouldn’t have any foundation.

So, when the New Testament teaches us about the birth of Jesus in lowly surroundings, when it teaches us about Jesus’ person, His miracles, His words, and His suffering, death, and resurrection, we already learned about His coming through the books of Moses, the Psalms, and the prophets. When the Bible says things like, “It is written,” or “Have you not read,” understand that it means these things are true because God told you about it ahead of time.


For example, there is an account from the book of Acts (ch.17) that describes the Apostle Paul’s coming to the city of Berea. When he arrived, he went into the synagogue to preach the Gospel.  The Bereans listened with interest for they had not heard these things about Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection.  Then they went home to “examine the Scriptures every day to see if these things were true.” They only had the Old Testament; the New Testament was not written yet.  They received what Paul said with great hope and joy because they had read the Old Testament Scriptures.

So dear friends, Increase Your Hope and joy. Read Scriptures, the Old Testament.  They tell you about the Christ to come. 
II. But they tell you more. They convince us of our need for Christ.

I am sure that many of you have heard the horrible news of the
things that have happened in the war taking place in Israel and Gaza - horrible accounts of rape, murder, destruction – too horrible and wicked to describe. But it’s nothing new. The Old Testament describes the terrible sins of men in the past, just like today.  

The history of those sins is given to us for our instruction and correction so that we recognize how great the corruption of fallen man is in sin and how we must pray and fight against it.  Obviously, those in the Middle East have not learned and care not to learn what God says. But we are also weak and full of sin like they are.

This history and ongoing nature of sin ought to convince us of our need for Christ before God’s divine wrath and judgment fall on the Last Day. “The day is coming that will burn like a furnace.” Malachi wrote. “All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble. I will take action, says the Lord of Armies” (4:1f). Paul adds that These things were “written down for our instruction on whom the end of the ages has come” (1Co.10:11). Have people learned and turned away from their wickedness? It’s frightening.


But the Scriptures also report that God “forgives all wickedness, rebellion, and sin” when people truly repent and bring forth the honest fruits of faith in God. We all need His forgiveness. Everything contained in the Old Testament Scriptures, as we see it mirrored today, convinces us of that need.
III. And it points us ahead to Christ so that we might have hope.  

Then the New Testament holds out to us the meaning of Jesus’ birth, His life, His suffering, and death as the Savior.  In Him is our forgiveness.  So we look forward to His birth with great hope and joy.  Here comes the One who redeems us! And He redeems the Old Testament people too, as they believed in His promises.  

Even though they fell into serious sin at times and God punished them, letting them feel His wrath, He did not eternally reject them. He remembered His covenant of grace that He made with them first.  He led them to repentance and received them again in grace as they turned to Him. They are examples for us.

Here remember Adam and Eve, the first people to sin; Noah, whom God kept safe from the Flood; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Patriarchs; Job, the man of endurance; Moses, the man who knew God face to face; Aaron, the first high priest; David, the kingly prophet and psalmist who greatly sinned, yet received a great pardon; Daniel, the faithful one.  God led all of them and more on  
