had to be over 100 years old. Wow! That’s about all we know of her.  Another unknown.  She was a widow who was also waiting for the Messiah. The Bible says she “never left the temple” and “worshipped night and day, fasting and praying.” Hers is the picture of a life spent in service to the God who promised to save her.


Maybe she had slowed over the years. But she didn’t quit living her faith; she kept on serving in her old age.  Her service was not in an official capacity, for she did not come from Levi, the priestly tribe of Israel. She was from the tribe of Asher, a tiny and little-known tribe to the north.  She wasn’t a professional temple worker. Nevertheless, she served in humble, unofficial, unassuming ways.  She was “there” – helping others to understand the Word of God, like that spoken by Simeon.  Glorifying God with her life, she was an encouragement to all – a life revealing love of the Lord.

There are many modern-day Annas, too, somewhat obscure to us, humble, unassuming. Their attitude towards the Lord and His house reveals hearts filled with love for Him.  What a witness they are! While others are concerned for their time or wonder if people will notice what they do, such Annas are just there, out of love to their Lord, seeking in many ways to serve Him. 


And God blesses them in the greatest ways possible – they get to “see” the Savior.  Anna saw Him with the eyes of her heart, and when she did, she could not be silent, but “gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all.”


The Bible says, “Out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Lk.6:45).  When the joy of forgiveness, peace with God, comfort in the present, and hope for the future rests in His hands, the heart is filled to overflowing with actions and words of praise.


God grant that in the year which lies ahead we all will be modern-day Annas and Simeons, always there to serve and worship Him, speaking of the great things He has done for us in every stage of life….for our Lord uses the “unknowns,” the “unassuming” ones for His purposes, and blesses them in their lives of faith, now and in eternity. God grant it to us for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  
First Sunday after Christmas; New Year’s Eve   December 31, 2023
Text: Luke 2:25-38        Historic Series                                 23:2421
Theme:  Thoughts of Faith in the Days after Christmas                                           
Part 1:  Unknowns, Unassuming People, Yet Blessed in Faith.


If you could come up with one word that best describes yourself, what would it be? One word to describe you.  

How could you pick one word to describe yourself?  There are many different aspects to our lives. Besides that, it’s difficult to judge ourselves objectively; to see ourselves for what we really are; to see ourselves as others see us; to see ourselves as God sees us.  Now that would be interesting to know.  How does God see us?


How did God see the people connected with Jesus’ birth?  What was it about them that God saw fit to incorporate them into the coming of His Christ? They were the unknowns in the world, hidden in obscurity, veiled even to us. Think about it. 

How much do you really know about the angels, the shepherds, the Wise Men, even Mary? And we know very little about Simeon. How old was he? What did he do for a living? Was he priest? Parishioner? Married? Single? Father? Grandfather? How did the Holy Spirit talk to him? There are so many unknowns about him. 

One of the few things and the first thing Luke tells us about Simeon is that he “was righteous and devout.”  By ‘righteous,’ he means Simeon acted rightly toward God and his neighbor. ‘Devout’ tells us that he was zealous in the service of God. Then Luke adds, “He was waiting for the consolation (comfort) of Israel and the Holy Spirit was on him.” Simeon’s piety and fear of God were not just good habits or desires by which he wanted to impress people about himself.  No! They were fruits of a living faith that humbly, in an unassuming manner, awaited the coming of the Messiah.  

So it was that we are told, “Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.” He did not go to the temple out of mere habit or self-righteous motives, seeking to be noticed by people or to do some work to earn something from God.  He approached God’s house by the Spirit, with a burning heart, full of spiritual life and holy hunger for God’s Word. Here was an unknown, unassuming believer who did not delay his repentance and conversion, but humbly turned to God. In such humility of faith, God “revealed to him that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” Siemon was blessed in faith. 

Did this puff him up in pride? Did it give him a false sense of security in himself? Did it send him out to foolishly enjoy life to the fullest without any thought of tomorrow?  Far from it. The more certain Simeon was of his life in the coming Christ, the more he lived his life with greater zeal in love to God, in service to his neighbor, and in godly preparation of faith for a blessed end.

If we also would live and die in a joyful and blessed manner, we must like unknown and unassuming Simeon prepare ourselves by a truly godly and God-fearing life of faith, looking to Christ alone for consolation and salvation as we long for His coming.
Part 2: Blessed with Arms that Hold Him and Eyes that See Him

An unknown stranger steps forward, unannounced. He takes a child from its parents and utters mixed words of joy and trouble.  What a shock those words must have caused!  But not for Simeon.  The eyes of his heart saw in this Child something that only the Spirit could reveal. He saw the Savior for whom he long had waited. The sight made him bold. So focused was he on this Child and what He would be, that Simeon forgot everything else – even the reaction of protective parents.  Taking the Child in his arms, Simeon prayed, “Lord, You now dismiss Your servant in peace, according to Your word, because my eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared before the face of all people.”

“My eyes have seen it!” After years of waiting, the climactic hour of Simeon’s life had arrived – the Savior had come to free (dismiss) him from sin. No need to anguish anymore over past sins. No more angst for the future. No more anxiety about death. The Savior had arrived to take care of it. The Fall in Eden would be overcome, and Satan’s power crushed. With sin paid for, Simeon’s heart was at rest. Such eternal rest comes to the eye that sees the Savior and holds Him for what He is – God’s ransom for sin.

Sadly, not all eyes see it and few hearts believe it. Many reject it, even dare to speak against Him. Simeon prophesied, “This child is appointed for the falling and rising of many in Israel and for a sign that is spoken against so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” And to Mary “a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  


Strange words to tell a happy mother about her new-born child – “a sword will pierce your own soul”?   Somber words, indeed.


As Simeon held the Christ-Child in his arms, he could see, as it were, the grim arms of the cross casting its gloomy shadow over the tiny form he beheld.  Calvary, the cross, the crucifixion, the mother of Jesus weeping at His feet – all sweep like swiftly moving pictures before Simeon’s aged and dimming eyes. The young mother could not yet know, so he speaks in shadows. But Simeon would rejoice as few others could. “My eyes have seen it; my arms have held it. Lord, now let me depart in peace!”

This is the way a person of faith, who has served the Lord unassumingly in life, dies. He had already experienced the horrors of death in his repentance and overcame them in the blood of Christ. He knows that blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin (1Jn.1:7). He knows there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Ro.8:1). He knows that his Savior will be at the right hand of God, interceding for him (Ro.8:33f). Death is fully disarmed of its horror.  Instead, it ironically comes as a messenger of peace or in the words of St. Paul, “to die is gain for me” (Phlp.1:21).

Old servants of the Lord like Simeon are not distressed as they are removed from their work in this world. On the contrary, they rejoice.  They do not grieve long; they do not sorrow long; they are not frightened long for themselves or their loved ones for they know that the Lord never forsakes His own (Hb.13:5), and that God will be with those whom he loves (Gn.48:21). In his body the old servant of the Lord lays aside a burden that often pressed him hard with sickness, pain, toil, and distress. And instead takes on the glorified body Christ has won for him. Such a one longingly awaits eternity’s dawn. Therefore, death is not death. Rather, it is a blessed journey into the mansions of eternal peace above.

This is the way a person of faith, who unassumingly served the Lord in life, lives and dies. He rejoices, “My eyes have seen Him, my arms have held Him - my Savior!  Lord, I depart in peace.”
Part 3: …blessed with lives that reveal Him.

 
Long before the Savior was born, the psalmist prayed (71:18), “Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare Your power to the next generation.”  It was David’s prayer.  He saw God active in his life in wonderful ways and did not want to close his eyes in death until he had the chance to praise the goodness of God towards him.  “When I am old and gray…let me declare Your power to the next generation.”

We assume that Simeon was “old and gray” when he saw Jesus. We can’t be sure; we only make that assumption.  However, Anna 
