
The Sunday after Christmas – New Year’s Eve                     December 31, 2023
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   Welcome in the newborn King. For many people Christmas is past.  But its glow has only begun to shine with splendor in the hearts of God’s people.  It shines with the blessings of salvation won for us by the Christ-child.  The Son of God did not come to earth just to begin a happy festival; He came to save us for His heavenly kingdom. A new day had dawned.  For the kingdom to be ours, there was work to be done.  

   This work of salvation began soon after His birth. The baby Jesus was taken to the temple for circumcision and forty days later for His presentation. There Simeon recognized the child and prophesied what He would do as the Savior.  In faith he held the Christ in his arms and took Him into his heart with joy.  So may we also receive Him that we may enjoy His eternal blessings.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Let Earth Receive Her King

(The service this morning follows the liturgical outline of the Common Service 

with appropriate hymns of the season substituted for different parts of the liturgy.)

The Preparation

The Invocation  (Pastor - spoken)                                                                                          Psalm 72
The Entrance Hymn: “Across the Sky the Shades of Night”                                                  110
The Confession of Sins:  “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”     

           90
Pastor:
Come your hearts and voices raising,  Christ the Lord with gladness praising;

Loudly sing His love amazing,  Worthy folk of Christendom.

Congr:
Christ, from heav’n to us descending   And in love our race befriending,

In our need Your help extending,  Save us from the wily foe.

Pastor: 
From the bondage that oppressed us,  From sin’s fetters that possess us, 

From the griefs that sore distress us,  Now in Christ we are set free.  

Cong:
Oh, the joy beyond expressing  When by faith we grasp this blessing,

When, O Christ , we come addressing  Thanks to You and highest praise!

All:
Gracious Child, in mercy hear us,  From Your lowly manger cheer us,

Gently lead us and be near us  Till we join th’ angelic choir.

The Prayer of the Day

Calendar & Announcements for Peace Lutheran Church    
	Sunday
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Sunday

	10:30 am

No SS or Adult Bible Study today 

11:30 am

Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday after Christmas
	The Lehmanns will be on a trip this week.
	9 am
Quilters but no Bible Class, Kids Class, or Choir Practice this week
	
	10:30 am

Sunday School and 

Adult Bible Study  
11:30 am

Divine Worship Service
(No Communion)
Sunday after Epiphany
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Those We Remember In Our Prayers: In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Ruth Wachholtz; Laura Bohnertt; Raejean Lause; Julie Stevens; John Paul Bearden; Kent Wilkerson; Verlane & Howard Phillips; Dorothy Jeffrey & Sue Daisher; Justin Bertoldie; Wallace Fischer; Jean Carol Hobson; Bobbie Day.
Offering Envelopes for the upcoming year have already been distributed in your mail boxes.  If for some reason you did not receive a set, please see pastor.

Thank You very much for your kind holiday greetings and gifts by which you have remembered our family again this Christmas.  Your words of Christmas greetings and expressions of thoughtfulness and care throughout the year are greatly appreciated.  May the Lord bless you and your families with a rich measure of His grace in the days that lie ahead.  A blessed New Year to you in Christ!  Pastor, Elizabeth and family.

Looking Ahead:

- Sunday, January 7 – Pastor Witt will be our Guest Preacher 

- Thursday, January 11, 6 pm - Call Meeting at Peace

- Sunday, January 28 - Annual Voters and Women of Peace Annual Meetings

 

[image: image3.wmf]Next Sunday’s Lessons:

Sunday after Epiphany: Isaiah 49:1-6; Romans 6:1-11; Ma[image: image4.jpg]


rk 1:4-11   3-Year Series - B
Point to Ponder: “This evening closes one chapter of Christians’ lives and places them before the opening of another.  It reminds them of the rapid flight of time, of the end of their earthly pilgrimage, and of eternity.  The solemn reflections thus awakened in them they do not brush aside with a few superficial New Year’s resolutions.  Still less do they try to drown them in rounds of pleasure.  They face them in sober mood; and their thoughts soon find expression in prayer which comforts and strengthens, which brings hope and joy.  Thus a solemn occasion is transformed into a season of grace.”

Rev. Wm C. Burhop – A Perfect Prayer for New Year’s Eve from Concordia Pulpit, 1954
(Rev. Burhop was Pastor Lehmann’s grandfather)

The Ministry of the Word

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 63:7-9,16 The prophet praises God for kindnesses and great deeds He showed to His people.  He had done many good things for them in the past. When they were in distress, He carried them and so became their Savior.  

The Hymn (Psalm 90):  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                    

                      123
The Epistle Lesson:  Galatians 4:3-7 God’s grace is not carried out randomly or by chance.  It comes according to His plan.  So it was that Christ came at precisely the right time, deliberately, with a purpose – to extend the grace of God over Jew and Gentile alike.  All who believe are adopted into His family.

The Hymn:  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

                         98
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:25-38 Simeon and Anna rejoice in seeing the Christ-Child.                  
Thoughts of Faith in the Days After Christmas - Three Meditations:

Part I:  Unknowns, Unassuming People, Yet Blessed in Faith. 
The Hymn:  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice! 




              
             92
Part II:  Blessed with Eyes that See Him.

The Hymn:  “Thou Light of Gentile Nations”



              
st.1-4               138
Part III:  Blessed with Lives that Reveal Him. 
The Hymn:  “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”


                                                         97
Our Response to the Word

The Offering

Responsive Prayer:               

M:
I will exalt You, my God the King; I will praise Your name forever and ever.

C:
Every day I will praise You and extol Your name.

M:
It is fitting, O Lord, as the hours of the old year pass, that we express our gratitude for the countless gifts of grace we have received from Your hand.

C:
You have been faithful to Your promises and loving toward all You have made.

M:
You clothe Your creation with beauty; You feed even the birds and tell us that we are much more valuable than they.

C:
You know what we need, and You give us all good things.

M:
Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions, and money, even life itself—all these come to us from Your generous hand.

C:
We thank You for these blessings, and we ask that You continue to grant them to us in the year that lies ahead.

M:
We thank You especially for our Savior at His birth, His Words of life, and the Holy Supper which strengthens our faith, shields us from temptation, and equips us for a life of service to you.
C:
Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

(Silent Prayer)
M:
Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. As you led Your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of Your Word in the days ahead that we may live our lives to Your glory and be prepared to die in Your peace.

C:
We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In His name we close out this year, and in His name we begin a new one. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (pg.14)

The Lord Blesses Us

The Institution and Distribution of Holy Communion

(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness.  Since Holy Communion requires a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  Because of that we ask you to speak with the pastor before communing.  Thank you.)

Distribution Hymns:  “To Shepherds As They Watched by Night”                                      103



“Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men”                                               105
The Benediction and Closing Hymn:  “Father, Let Me Dedicate”            
st.1&4 
         118
Silent Prayer


Today’s Organist:  Judy Bertoldie                    

Today’s Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

