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The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 21, 2024  
“The leper said, ‘Lord, if you are willing…‘I am willing,’ Jesus said.”  Matthew 8:2-3   
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“The LORD is my light and salvation; whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid. He will hide me in His shelter in trouble.  Take heart and wait for the LORD” (Psalm 27).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

 Jesus Manifests His Glory in Healing the Sick.  The Lord continues to reveal the divine glory of His Son born at Christmas. 

   The changing of the water into wine at Cana (last Sunday’s lesson) was the first of the miraculous signs Jesus performed.  Many others followed.  The Gospel Lesson today presents two more.

   The first sign of Jesus’ divine glory last Sunday, as He changed water into wine, was performed in regard to inanimate, earthy elements.  The miracles in today’s lesson are different in that they reveal Jesus’ grace and power that He wields upon people who desperately need His help.  

   Following the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus went about “healing all manner of sicknesses among the people.”  He who came to save us from sin manifested His divine ability to save through His miracles.

   Therefore, we pray: Almighty and everlasting God, in mercy look upon our infirmities, and in all our dangers and needs, stretch out the right hand of Your Majesty to help and defend us, through Your Son, our Savior; for Jesus’ sake we pray.  Amen.  
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons for the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: 2 Kings 5:1-19  The Prophet Elisha heals Naaman, the commander of the Aramean army, of leprosy.  By it Naaman learns to humble himself in faith before the God of Israel and to place all trust in Him even when Naaman cannot understand His ways.
The Epistle Lesson: Romans 12:17-21  The believer offers his body as a living sacrifice to God. He turns from anger and revenge, seeking to maintain peace if he is able.  Placing all things in God’s hands, he trusts in the Lord’s goodness and seeks to overcome evil with good.

The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 8:1-13  In the gracious healings of the leper and the paralyzed servant, Jesus reveals His mercy and glory as the Son of God with power.  As the believer places his trust in Him, he embraces hope in the Savior. 

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “When the leper here limits his prayer and says, ‘Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean,’ it is not to be understood as if he doubted the goodness and grace of Christ.  For such a faith would be of no value…. But it is to be understood in this way: faith does not doubt the good will God has towards a person, by which He wishes him every good.  But it is not known to us whether that which faith asks and presents is good and useful for us. God alone knows this.  Therefore, faith prays in a way that submits all to the gracious will of God, not doubting that God will grant it.  Or, if it cannot be granted, that His divine will withholds it in great grace because He sees it is better not to bestow it upon us.”                    -- Martin Luther in a sermon on Matthew 8:1-4
Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Opening Thoughts on the Service
The Entrance Hymn: #129
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

2 Kings 5:1-19
Romans 12:17-21
Hymn Response: #381
Matthew 8:1-13
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22
The Sermon Hymn: #514
Sermon: 2 Kings 5:14-15,19
God Moves in Mysterious Ways.
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
 The Prayers
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #343
Post Communion:  pg.29

The Closing Hymn: #133 st.4-7 
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
