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The First Sunday in Lent – Invocavit
“He will call on me.”

February 18, 2024  
“He called the name of that place: ‘The LORD will provide (Jehovah-Jireh).’ So it is said to this day, ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.’” Gen.22:14
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“The LORD says, ‘Because he clings to me, I will rescue him.  I will protect him.  He will call on me, and I will answer him.  I will deliver him and I will honor him.  I will let him see my salvation’” (Psalm 91).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Satan Defeated; Christ the Victor   Lent is that special time of the Church Year in which our thoughts turn in loving contemplation to the Savior’s Passion.  Often considered a solemn time of repentance, it is nonetheless a time of great joy for the believer.  We see Jesus take the field of battle against Satan for us and overcome what we in the weakness of our flesh could never do on our own.  

   Jesus’ vanquishing of Satan in His work of redemption will be seen in the Gospel Lessons over the next three weeks, beginning today.  Each lesson reminds us to whom we turn in every need, especially in times of temptation.  We must turn to Christ and the power of the Word which alone can overpower and defeat Satan for us.  Here is the reason for joy during this somber season:  Christ, our triumphant Victor.

  To that end we pray:  Lord our Strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises.  Keep us steadfast in Your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us through Your Son; in His name.   Amen.
T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 22:1-14  
God tests Abraham’s faith in Him in telling him to sacrifice his son. Here is a pre-figurement of Jesus’ time of temptation in the wilderness.  But, when God tests, He tests to strengthen faith. When Satan tempts, he intends to make us fall.  Faith in Christ secures the victory for us.
The Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10  
The Apostle Paul urges believers to remain strong in faith by which God saves.  This is so important that the apostle did not want to become a stumbling block to anyone but was willing to endure all kinds of trials in order to bring them the message of God’s triumphant grace in Christ.  

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 4:1-11 
When Satan tempted Jesus, Christ proved Himself the Victor over him. Jesus, the Stronger One, remained unmoved by Satan’s temptations. By faith His triumph becomes ours. 

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie.        

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: “Not the approach of temptations, but our entertaining them and yielding to them, we can prevent. You cannot prevent the birds from flying over your head, but you can prevent them from building their nests in your hair.”  -- Martin Luther
   “What can be more frightening than to have received grace after wrath only to misappropriate that grace so as to reap wrath once again!  What can be more frightening than, after being full of hope for salvation and heaven, being thrown suddenly into hell and damnation!  Oh, may God protect us against this in grace, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.”  -- CFW Walther 

Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Opening Thoughts on the Service
The Entrance Hymn: #262
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Genesis 22:1-14
2 Corinthians 6:1
Adult Choir: How Firm a Foundation
Matthew 4:1-11
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22
The Sermon Hymn: #394
Sermon: 2 Corinthians 6:1-2
Don’t Receive God’s Grace in Vain.
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
 The Prayers
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #306
Post Communion:  pg.29

The Closing Hymn: #417 st.1&7 
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
