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The Fifth Sunday in Lent - Judica 

March 17, 2024
“If anyone holds on to my word, he will certainly never see death.”  John 8:51
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Judge me justly, O God, and plead my case.  Rescue me from deceitful men.  I know You are God, my stronghold.  Send out Your light and Your truth.  Let them guide me and bring me to Your dwelling” (Psalm 43). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Judge What a Great Savior Is Yours.   With this Sunday the Savior’s Passion comes more directly into view.  The elements of sacrifice and pardon take on the greatest meaning.  There can be no forgiveness and no salvation without Christ taking on Himself both elements for us.  As Victim and Priest, He atones for our sin and vindicates us before God.

   In order to receive the blessings of His redeeming work, a judgment about Him must be made. “Judica” means “judge,” but mostly in the sense of vindication for doing that which is right.  Through carefully weighing the evidence to Jesus’ Person and work, one must form an opinion. Looking to Him in faith will bring blessing; rejecting Him in unbelief will bring condemnation from God. One cannot “ride a fence” regarding their opinion of or response in life to Jesus. 

   As Jesus’ Passion now comes fully into view, thank God we have the holy One who provides the sacrifice and pardon before God we needed. 

   To that end we pray:  Almighty God, by Your great goodness, mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Numbers 21:4-9  
When Israel grew impatient and sinned against God and Moses in the desert, the Lord sent fiery serpents among them to punish them.  But in mercy, He provided a means of pardon. As they looked to the Bronze Serpent on the pole in repentance, they were saved from death.  

The Epistle Lesson:  Hebrews 9:11-15  
The blood of Christ is greater than the blood of the sacrificial animals of the Old Testament times.  Without connection to Christ, their blood alone could do nothing for the cleansing of sin.  It was an outward sign of the inner reality that only Jesus’ blood would have the power to save. 

The Gospel Lesson: John 8:46-59  
The hostility of the unbelieving Jews to Jesus rises to its highest pitch.  They refuse to believe the truth about Him.  They judge Him and His word unfit and are ready to stone Him to death.  Jesus presents Himself in His true, divine glory as God’s holy Son, the incarnate Savior.

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: "Christ crucified….This gaze upon the “brazen serpent” will save us.….On the cross of Christ hang the trophies taken from our defeated enemies and tyrants.  Thus, the heart is able safely to look at death and is not terrified by that specter.  But looking at death and struggling with it apart from Christ is like swimming in the midst of the ocean.  You had better climb into the ship and cling to the mast from which these trophies are suspended.”  
-- Martin Luther on Cling only to the Cross of Christ
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