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The Third Sunday in Lent - Oculi  

March 3, 2024
“If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you…Blessed are those who hear the World of God and keep it.”  Lk.11:20,28

Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“My eyes are always on the LORD, because He frees my feet from the net.  Turn to me and be gracious to me because I am lonely and afflicted.  Redeem Israel, O God, from all its distress” (Psalm 25). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Christ, The Stronger One.  “My eyes are ever on the LORD.” These are the opening words of the entrance psalm for the day.  They are a translation of the Latin word “Oculi.”  Our eyes must ever be on the Lord if we are to gain the victory over sin, death, and the devil.

   On this day in the history of the Church, the catechumens were given a thorough examination to see that their eyes were on the Lord.  This was followed by a public renunciation of the devil and the pronouncement that Christ, The Stronger One, has thrown him out.

   So it was and is that the lessons today also admonish believers to look upon themselves, too, that they may see and evaluate where they stand in faith in the Savior.  One is either for Him or against Him, there is no middle ground.  One is either in the Kingdom of God or in the kingdom of Satan.

   So it is that we pray: Almighty God, look with favor on Your humble servants and stretch out the right hands of Your power to defend us against all our enemies, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Jeremiah 26:1-15           
God tells the prophet to admonish Jerusalem and the rulers to turn from their evil ways and reset their eyes on God.  If they continue to walk apart from Him and remain in their wickedness, destruction will fall upon them.  For his warning them, Jeremiah was threatened with death.  

The Epistle Lesson:  Ephesians 5:1-9    
Christians who have turned from the wickedness of sin and set their eyes on Christ, put off the evil one with his deeds of darkness. The Apostle Paul encourages them to walk in Christ love, living as children of the light.  
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 11:14-28           

Jesus drives a demon out of a man. However, instead of rejoicing, some of the crowd reject Him, saying that He did it with the help of Beelzebul (an OT name for Satan) behind Him. Refuting their nonsense, Jesus calls us to keep our eyes focused on Him so we do not backslide from faith.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                

The Preacher: Rev. Matthew Brooks, from Jefferson City, MO

Points to Ponder: “We should take heed that we not only refrain from blaspheming the gospel and Christ, who does such great things for us and dries the devil out of us, but with zeal and fear hold fast to them in order that we may not become possessed of seven worse devils.  For thus it was with the people of Jesus’ day, who had never been so wicked as while the Gospel was being preached to them.

   If we neglect the great light which we now have, it will come to pass in our case too, that we shall become worse than we were before, for the devil does not slumber.  This should be sufficient warning.” 

-- Martin Luther on Christ’s Defense against Those Who Slandered Him

“’Children of Light!’ Such a title of honor and distinction God has placed upon us through Christ.  Let us live up to that honor and never forget who we are.  Let us ever remain with God’s Word and Sacraments that we may bear these wonderful titles.”    -- Pastor Frederic Niedner on Ep.5:1f 
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