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The Second Sunday after Easter

Misericordia Domini – “The Goodness of the Lord” 

April 14, 2024
“You were like sheep going astray, but you are now returned

to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”  1 Peter 2:25
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“The earth is full of the goodness of God.  The mercy of the LORD fills the earth.  Shout joyfully to the LORD, you righteous ones.  Sing to Him a new song.  Everything He does is trustworthy” (Psalm 33). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

I Am the Good Shepherd.  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world is also The Good Shepherd. That title is undoubtedly one of the most revealing and comforting for the Christian.  

   A true shepherd reveals His goodness in loving concern and merciful compassion for his sheep. He protects and provides for them. The sheep sense his caring concern and gladly follow wherever he leads.  Likewise, we rejoice to follow our risen Savior wherever He guides us until we reach the home that He has prepared for us in His heavenly Kingdom.

   So it was that from the earliest of times the New Testament Church chose to portray the risen Savior through this picture of a good shepherd shortly after Easter and called the Sunday Misericordia Domini.  It means “the goodness or mercy of the Lord.”  

   To that end we pray: Lord Jesus Christ, show us Your goodness as our Good Shepherd. Lead us to the still waters of Your life-giving Word that we may abide in Your presence forevermore; in Your name we pray. Amen  

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Ezekiel 34:11-16  
God considered the rulers of Israel to be the shepherds of His people.  But they often misused and abused His flock.  The LORD would hold them accountable for their unfaithfulness to Him.  He promised to rescue the flock and to shepherd them with justice.  

The Epistle Lesson:  1 Peter 2:21-25   
As our substitute, Christ Jesus willingly laid down His life in our place for our sins.  He did this as the sinless Son of God, looking out for our souls’ eternal welfare.  In so doing, He also left an example of the righteous life in which His redeemed sheep will walk.  

The Gospel Lesson: John 10:11-16  
An ordinary shepherd might risk his life for his sheep, maybe even die for them.  But if he died, the sheep would be shepherd-less and prey for those who wished them harm. The hired hand will not sacrifice himself for them. But our Savior sacrificed Himself for us. As our Good Shepherd, He died so that we would have the hope of life with Him.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder  “If you know this Shepherd, you can defend yourself against devil and death and say: ‘Alas!  I have not kept God’s commands.  But I creep under the wings of this good hen, my Lord Jesus Christ, and believe that He is my Shepherd, Bishop, and Mediator with God.  
   “He covers me with His innocence and bestows His righteousness upon me.  What I have not kept He has kept, and the sin I have done, He has atoned for with His blood, for He died and rose, not for Himself but for me.  Even as He says that He lays down His life, not for Himself, but for His sheep.  
   “Thus, dear Christian, you are secure, and the devil and hell must leave you in peace.  The devil certainly will not be able to do harm to Christ who overcame him and who, if you only believe in Him as His sheep, will, as the faithful Shepherd, not forsake you.  He will stand by you, protect, and preserve you.” 
-- Martin Luther on How Believers Comfort Themselves in the Time of Trial 
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Opening Thoughts on the Service
Order of Worship: 

The Morning Service: page 5 
Opening Hymn: #436
The Confession of Sins: pg.5-6

The Introit, Kyrie, Glorias, and

Prayer of the Day: pg.6-9

The Ministry of the Word

Ezekiel 34:11-16
1 Peter 2:21-25
Adult Choir: Savior, Like a 

Shepherd Lead Us
John 10:11-16
Apostles’ Creed: pg.12
Sermon Hymn: #409
Sermon Text: 1 Peter 2:21,25
Limping at the Shepherd’s Side
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory & Offering: 

Page 12

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

Prayer: Hymnal pg.14
The Benediction

Closing Hymn: #648
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
