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The Fourth Sunday after Easter
Cantate – “Sing to the LORD!”

April 28, 2024 
“It is good for you that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor 

will not come to you.  But if I go, I will send Him to you “  John 16:7

Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things.  His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.  The LORD has made His salvation known and revealed His righteousness” (Psalm 98).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Blessed with the Promised Holy Spirit  Our thoughts begin to turn from the joys of Christ’s resurrection to the comforts which the Holy Spirit gives us in God’s plan of salvation now completed.

   The plan of salvation which God promised His people since the fall into sin is finished. But now the “work” of believing and proclaiming it begins.  It was to begin with Jesus’ twelve disciples.  Before His death, the Savior assured them that He would send help to them from the Father in the person of the Holy Spirit.

   With this Sunday, known as “Cantate” (sing), we begin to enter the Pentecost cycle of the Church Year.  The joy of Easter is still fresh in our hearts, prompting Christians to sing for joy. The Church needs help to continue its song.  That help comes through the Holy Spirit.

   To that end we pray:  O God, You form the minds of Your people into a single will.  Grant that we desire what You promise, that we may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 29:9-14  
In their obstinacy and sin against Him, God called Israel blind to His truths.  Thinking they were wise, they were ignorant as they failed to worship Him in truth. Their vain human wisdom would perish and destroy them.  Hence, the desperate need of the Holy Spirit’s work of enlightenment within us is implied.

The Epistle Lesson: James 1:17-21  
Faithful and unchanging, our heavenly Father provides only good gifts to His people.  (One of the greatest gifts is that of the Holy Spirit who guides us in a life of faith in Christ.)  In response the believer is quick to hear and obey the Word of righteousness given to us.  

The Gospel Lesson:  John 16:5-15  
On Maundy Thursday evening, the disciples were confused and upset as Jesus told of His imminent departure from them through His death, resurrection, and ascension.  They could not grasp it all.  Jesus promised to send them another Guide and Helper – the Holy Spirit.  He would counsel them as they went out to “convict the world.”  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder:  “If you will but read the Word, meditate on it, and attend faithfully the worship in God’s House, you will find that the Holy Ghost will instill in you, as He did in the disciples, a faith that will make you more than conquerors over sin, sorrow, and despair.  He will guide you to a better understanding of the truths of God’s Word and will work in you a more confident trust in its blessed promises.  And while the world is lamenting, you will be rejoicing.  While it is complaining, you will be contented.  And while it is despairing, you will be singing a song of praise and triumph.”        -- Pastor Henry Eggold on “The Work of the Holy Spirit”
The name of this Sunday, Cantate, invites us to sing a song of praise. That may seem strange to some at this time.  But no matter how bad the world may be, God has not left us on our own but has given us His Son to be the Savior.  Along with Him, He showers us with all types of “good and perfect gifts.”  When our eyes are opened to see the bountiful gifts of His love, our hearts can do no less than sing of joy.  
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