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The First Sunday after Trinity
June 2, 2024  
“They have Moses and the Prophets. Let them listen to them.”   Luke 16:29   
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“O LORD, will you forget me forever? Will You hide Your face from me? But I trust in Your mercy; my heart rejoices in Your salvation.  I will sing to the LORD because He has accomplished His purpose for me” (Ps.13).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Christian Surrounded by Love. God’s love to us in Christ inspires love towards Him. If the love of God does not reside in a person’s heart, we can never be in communion with Him through faith.  Wherever there is true faith, love comes forth like the sun that shines and surrounds us. Faith and love for God go hand in hand.  If we do not remain in faith, we also will not remain in love. Without true faith there is no true love.

   With this Sunday we enter the non-festival half of the Church Year. It extends from the first Sunday after Holy Trinity Sunday until the First Sunday in Advent.  Whereas the festival half of the year focusses on the life of Christ and God’s plan of salvation, the non-festival half turns our attention to the practical life of the Church and the Christian life in response to God’s saving love.  The lessons instruct the redeemed in their lives, by which they glorify the Savior. 

   To that end we pray:  O God, the Strength of all who trust in You, mercifully hear our prayers.  Be gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to love and keep Your Word in all that we say and do, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1-13
Mindful of their deliverance from slavery in Egypt and of God’s constant care for them on their journey through the wilderness, Moses instructs Israel to love the Lord with all their hearts and to keep His commands, words, and promises ever before them as they enter the Promised Land. In such a way, they will reveal true faith in and love for God.
The Epistle Lesson:  1 John 4:16-21 
God is love. His love reaches perfection in Christ Jesus, the Savior.  That saving love drives out all fear from our hearts and gives us boldness and confidence to stand in these last days.  It motivates us every day to love Him and to reveal that love for Him in loving our brother in Christ.  

The Gospel Lesson: Luke 16:19-31 
In the story of the rich man and poor Lazarus, Jesus illustrates that those who believe in Christ and love God and His Word pass into the heavenly existence at the time of death. But those who neglect His Word and turn from Him reveal lack of faith and love and are lost forever.   

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         
The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “Man was created in such a manner that he must love something. It is impossible for the human heart to be altogether loveless.  If a man does not love God, he loves the world; if he loves not the Creator, he loves the creature…if he loves not the heavenly, he loves the earthly…A heart which becomes emptied of the love of God and its neighbor does not become a vacuum….Emptied of its holy love, it is filled with love for the vain and the transitory.”  -- CFW Walther 
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