III. Not even death will separate us.  


The Apostle Paul rejoiced, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain…. I desire to depart and be with Christ” (Phlp.1:21f).  Our blessed existence on earth as God’s people cannot supersede the joy Christians have face to face with the Savior in eternity.  For all who believe in Him and are faithful to death, a crown of life awaits” (Rev.2:10). “You will be with me in Paradise,” He promises. “Not even death will separate you from me.”

People might take Ruth’s story in several different ways. I guess I do that when I use it as the basis of a wedding text.  But when you take the whole story into account, not just chapter 1, but all the rest, this is a story of God’s love and faithfulness to people. See first a heavenly Father’s redeeming love for sinful humanity and His commitment to keep His promises that save. Then, as God is faithful, so He enables us to be faithful to Him and His people.  


Live your oneness with God in the Savior. Endure every situation in life in the Savior. Compromise nothing for Him, your Savior.  And when that hour comes when we must leave the others behind for a while, God help us look up with the radiancy of faith which knows that He has promised each one who believes, I Will Not Abandon You, neither in life nor in death. In life where you go, I will go. In faith your people will be my people. And at the end not even death will separate us. God grant us those blessed assurances as they shape our lives in Him, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  
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Do you know the story of Ruth? If not, and even if you think you do, you must read all of it again – not just this chapter, all of it, 4 chapters. It won’t take you long at all.  It’s a beautiful story about love and commitment and is often used in wedding sermons. 

I’ve used it that way several times.  In fact, out of the 8 times that I have preached a sermon on this text, 7 of them have been at weddings. And on every such occasion, Ruth’s words and example of faithfulness in chapter 1 took center stage. She promised Naomi: “Where you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will stay.  Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God. Where you die, I will die. Nothing but death will separate you and me.” Her words reflect the wedding vow that Christian couples have taken throughout the centuries of time: “Never to separate as long as we both shall live, till death us do part.”  It’s great for a wedding text!


However, these words weren’t even spoken for that reason. In fact, this story about Ruth is not in the Bible so that we imitate her example. This account is given, like everything else in God’s Word, so that we see our heavenly Father’s redeeming love for us and His commitment to keep His promises to us in sending the Savior.  

So, let’s not just think of Ruth but think of God speaking through Ruth’s story, saying to people of faith, I Will Not Abandon You, “for nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro.8:39). 
(I.  Where you go, I will go.)

At the beginning of Ruth’s story, we are led to the little village of Bethlehem in Judea, the same village where some 1,100+ years later Jesus is born. As the story of Ruth unfolds, God sent a famine on His people. He often sent such difficulties on O.T. Israel to call them back to Him. Israel was to commit themselves to the Lord for all His kindnesses to them. However, temptation and weakness often turned their hearts away to the worship of other gods. Again and again, God had to inflict them with problems to lead them to repentance.  Hard problems? Yes.  But He did not abandon them.  


On this occasion a man, by the name of Elimelech (“My God is King”) packed up his family and moved to the land of Moab. That involved leaving relatives, friends, all his connection to God’s Word and God’s people, and going to those who worshiped idols. His wife’s name was Naomi (“Lovely, Pleasant”). But not all was “pleasant” as the family struggled in the famine and Elimelech died.

Sometime after his death, the two sons, Mahlon (“wimpy”) and Kilion (“sickly”) married foreign wives, girls with heathen backgrounds.  Considering that, we might wonder what the Bible is trying to tell us in the meaning of these people’s names. We don’t know. But this we do know. In some way this family’s faith inspired these heathen foreigners to believe in the true God of Israel. Then both sons died, leaving three widows behind.


After several years the Lord ended the famine and Naomi determined to return home to the land God had given them.  The two daughters-in-law began the journey.  But Naomi urged them to return to their families, since life for them in Israel seemed bleak. Tearfully one turned back. That meant she broke off her relationship with the true God and His people, returning to her father’s house where false gods were probably worshiped.  Boy, I sure hope that she remained faithful to the only God, the LORD! 

As she left Naomi said to Ruth, “Look, she is going back. Go back with her.” It broke Ruth’s heart. She implored, “Don’t urge me to leave or turn back from you. Where you go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay.” Ruth would not depart but would hold fast to Naomi in life’s darkness. Should they be forced to move from place to place and have a rough go of it, she would not leave.

Such is what faith says, faith in the God who tells us, “I will never leave you, and I will never forsake you” (Hb.13:5). It is the Lord’s faithfulness to us that inspires our faithfulness to His people. He promises us, “Surely, I will be with you always to the end of the age” (Mt.28:20), In that He is saying “where you go, I will go. I Will Not Abandon You.”

Ah, the faithfulness, kindness, love, and humble nature of self-denial that is central to this story and its application for us! Such faithfulness and kindness arise only through the faithfulness, kindness, and love that is experienced by faith in God Himself. As we go through life, the Lord goes shoulder to shoulder with us. He walks with us, talks with us, and builds our life and home in Him. He helps us advance our well-being under His kindly guidance (v.8-9). He promises, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go; I will counsel and watch over you (Ps.32:8).


No matter what the varying conditions of life may be through which God leads us, He Does Not Abandon Us, but goes wherever we go. The whole story of Ruth points out His grace at work in this.  
(II. Your people will be my people.)

That truth experienced so affected Ruth in her life of faith that she told Naomi, “Your people will be my people.”


This was Israel, God’s people, the descendants of Abraham, to whom the promise of the Savior was given.  This once-heathen woman had tasted the goodness of the LORD as she lived and experienced how blessed is everyone who takes refuge in Him (Ps.34:8). She knew Jahweh in all His saving grace, the covenant God, faithful to His Word, faithful to His promises to go with His people in every circumstance of life, and in the end turn everything out for their good. Therefore, leaving God, His people, and the promise of the Savior was not a possibility in Ruth’s thinking. She was no longer bound to a dead idol and people steeped in darkness. Ruth lived among God’s elect and walked in the light of the Gospel. Her people were God’s people and God would not abandon them.

In our day it is often a common thing to make alliances between Christians and non-Christians. And there are those who see no danger in it.  In fact, in our present political climate it is not only encouraged but praised to unite with those who oppose Christ. But God warns, “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers” (2Co.6:14). And in the Church, He goes so far as to forbid us to have anything to do with those who teach false things about His Word saying, “Watch out for them…. Keep away from them” (Mt.7:15; Ro.16:17). There is no compromise with Christ. He is ours and we are His people if we do not abandon Him for others.

To compromise cuts us off from being God’s people.  It is true that God desires all men be saved and come to knowledge of the truth (1Tm.2:7). But that truth resides in Him and in no other god or way. There is only one name under heaven which we are to worship and whereby we must be saved. And that is Christ. Christ alone! That’s divine truth which strengthens and grants blessings that no other religion can. Christ is all in all to His people.


In Him is forgiveness, life, and heaven. In Him is peace, hope, and eternal joy. He gives patience, kindness, and endurance to the end. These gifts are precious. And for all who believe He says, “your people are my people, and I Will Not Abandon You.”
