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The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
August 25, 2024 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Luke 10:27
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

I will bless the LORD at all times.  His praise will always be in my mouth.  In the LORD my soul will boast. The humble will hear and rejoice.  Proclaim the greatness of the LORD with me. Let us exalt His name together. Blessed is everyone who takes refuge in Him” (Psalm 34).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Love Is the Fulfillment of the Law.  There are many robbers in this world and not so many Good Samaritans.  Others pass by those in need without stopping.  They don’t have the time.  Still others will not reach out to help unless there is something to be gained.  Alas, there are many robbers and not so many Good Samaritans.

   It stems from a lack of love. But there is hope. In the heart where Christ’s redeeming work is born and nourished, faith lives and love flourishes. In gratitude for God’s remembrance of him, beaten down in sin, the believer seeks to fulfill God’s command to love Him above all and one’s neighbor as oneself. It’s what motivated the Good Samaritan to act as he did.  Love is the fulfillment of the law.  God grant it to us all.

   To that end we pray:  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love.  Inspire us in faith to love those things which You command us to be and to do so that we may obtain that which You promise through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Zechariah 7:4-10 
The Lord, through His Prophet Zechariah addressed His people’s hypocrisy.  Their works were not done out of love for God.  He admonished them to carry out acts of love and compassion toward each other.

The Epistle Lesson: Galatians 3:16-22 
The Old Covenant, based on the Law, cannot give life to wayward people. Neither does it annul God’s earlier covenant of grace with Abraham.  Abraham’s inheritance of the land, even more, the blessing of the Savior, was given to Him as a promise from God.  It was based in love and is received by Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Gospel.  

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 10:25-37 
Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan.  It reveals the aspects of life under the two covenants.  The priest and Levite were doers of the Law in the strictest sense.  Yet, they failed in keeping it through its essential ingredient – love.  The Samaritan was “outside” of the Law, yet he served God and his neighbor in love.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: “Learn what it means to love God.  This Samaritan loved God.  Not that He gave anything to God, but he showed his love in that he helped the poor wounded man as much as he could.  For thus says God, ‘If you want to love me and serve me, give your neighbor loving service; he needs it; I do not need it.’  That is why this Samaritan is serving our Lord in heaven with his money, with his beast, with his oil and wine.  Not that our Lord God is personally in need of these, or that the Samaritan served our Lord God directly.  He does these things to his neighbor, and this is called doing them to God.” 
   “God requires no good works from us for Himself; He wants everything to yield to the use and welfare of our neighbor.  The glory of such works is enough for God…. Being justified by faith, we neither can nor should offer anything to God other than the sacrifice of praise…for the grace we have received….Then let us show mercy to our neighbor.”                                       
-- Martin Luther on How to Prove Love to God.
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