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“Consider carefully, then, how you walk, not as unwise people but as wise people, redeeming (buying back, making good use of) the time.”   Ephesians 5:15-16
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Not to us, O LORD, but to Your name be the glory.  Our God is in heaven. He does what pleases Him.  The LORD remembers us and will bless us.  He will bless those who fear Him, small and great alike” (Psalm 115). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Saved Face the End - Walking Wisely in Grace.  We have now entered the last part of the Church Year in which our thoughts are increasingly directed to the end times (Eschatology) and our preparation for it.  We cannot face the end and the last judgment without Christ’s righteousness. It is the “wedding garment” of grace that is wrapped around all who heed His invitation to come and believe in Him as the Savior.  Sadly, that garment provided by grace is offered to all, but rejected by many.  

   Therefore, today’s lessons encourage us to walk in wisdom, redeeming the time, i.e., “buying back” the time we have let go so that we make use of every opportunity of grace God puts before us.  We strive to shed the garments of the sinful flesh and to be clothed only in Christ’s garment of righteousness before it is too late.  

To that end we pray: Grant, o merciful Lord, to Your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all their sins and serve You with a quiet mind, for Jesus’ sake we ask this.  Amen 

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 2:1-9 
True wisdom throws itself upon the understanding and reverent fear of the Lord.  It desires Him above everything.  King Solomon calls us to such wisdom on our walk through this life towards the heavenly home.  Only the Lord can give it.  Gladly hear His wisdom, receive it, and implore Him for more.

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 5:15-21 
Christian, live wisely in the fear and understanding of the Lord. Christians should make the most of the time and opportunities that the Lord puts before them to walk and work for His Kingdom. Walking according to His will and ways, they cheerfully uplift and serve one another in the grace given in Christ Jesus.

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 22:1-14 
The Parable of the Wedding Feast illustrates God’s gracious invitation to enjoy the blessings of salvation attached to His Son. Many refuse Him and will feel His wrath at their blatant acts of rejection.  Without being clothed in Christ robes of righteousness, one will not enter the heavenly banquet. So let us walk wisely in grace in this time given to us. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  The fellow did not wear the robe!  The oriental king always supplied the robe for guests to wear.  But this fellow didn’t wear the robe! How unwise, and after it had been freely offered!  Thus, he became an intruder who imagined foolishly that he could take part in the king’s festivities on his own terms.  But how mistaken he was!
   Likewise, there are people who want to get to heaven.  But they want to pass through the gates on their own terms. To them God’s ways and gracious invitation are not taken seriously.  They are set on clothing themselves the way they want.  But one’s own robes are tattered with sin. 
   It is not enough. In grace God provides what we need.  We need to be wearing Christ’s robe of righteousness.  Clothe yourself in Him as you seek to “walk wisely in grace, redeeming the time.”  
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