theirs.  They doubted that Jesus had authority to forgive.  We can doubt that Jesus has authority to help us in all our other needs as well. Concerning either limitation placed on Him, Jesus says in our text, “Why are you thinking evil in your heart?  Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Get up and walk’?”


Which is easier to say? We may tell someone who has sinned that we forgive them, as we should, from our heart to theirs.  But only God can truly take away sin and make the payment required.  


Doctors can do marvelous work in helping patients through illness and in performing surgeries that are truly astounding.  But without the authority of the Creator, who made all things, behind them, no sickness could ever be healed.  


The psalmist sings, “Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy name.  Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.  He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases; He redeems my life from the pit and crowns me with love and compassion” (Ps.103:1f).  Only God can pay for sin. Only He can heal with divine authority. Without Him we are helpless.


Can you take your terminally ill soul and with the balm of grace heal it of sin and give it eternal life?  No.  But Christ can and does.


Can you take a shriveled hand or a diseased lung and without the surgical or therapeutic knowledge that He gives make it whole again?  No.  But Christ can and does.


Can you take any situation in life and find the complete answer that makes the problem go away?  No.  But Christ can for He is the mighty God who helps in every need. 


We may not know how long the Lord wants us to bear a burden or illness. We may not know if He will deliver us from it in this life or the next. But we know that He loves us even though He knows us. He died to forgive our sin. And He doesn’t want us to give up when the door is blocked, but rather would have us climb onto the roof and dig a hole in it, if we have to, to get to Him. For only He can comfort troubled hearts and help in all our needs.

Can we find a Friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?  Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness – Take it to the Lord in prayer.


Jesus - What a Friend! Our eternal Friend!  God grant it to us in faith, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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 What a Friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry Ev’rything to God in prayer!  Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear, All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer.  For many that is a hymn among hymns.  It brings the Savior’s peace, comfort, and relief to the heart.  Jesus - What a Friend He is to us!  


If you agree with those words, then let me ask: “What is a ‘friend’? And why is Jesus our best ‘friend’?”

My dictionary defines a friend as: a person who one knows well and is fond of; a close acquaintance; a person on the same side in a struggle; a supporter; an ally. Good definitions! But they seem a little stiff - wooden. How about this definition for a friend? 

A teacher once led her class in a study of personal relationships like uncle, aunt, cousin, neighbor, etc. The students did well in defining each one until she came to a little boy who hesitated and fumbled at defining the word “friend.” Finally, he blurted out: “A friend is someone who likes you, even though he knows you.”


That definition won’t ever get into a dictionary. But it holds a child’s deeper insight that dictionaries can’t capture. The essence of friendship is that a person likes us in spite of our faults and shortcomings.  “He likes you, even though he knows you.”


How true that is of the “friendship” that exists in the heart of God towards fallen creatures. He knows me for what I am. Yet, He loves me. If that is true, What A Friend We Have in Jesus! 
I. He comforts troubled hearts. 


Oh, how this man rejoiced to know that truth the day Jesus came to town! Some had that same faith in Jesus. Others came to see Jesus out of curiosity. And the scribes came to gather damning evidence against Jesus in order to accuse Him of wrong and do away with Him. People are drawn to Jesus for different reasons. 

He was in a house so crowded with people that it was impossible for any more to squeeze through the doorway. Then, four men came, bearing a paralyzed man on a pallet. Because of the great crowd they could not place their friend at Jesus’ feet. The Evangelists Mark (2:1f) and Luke (5:17f) tell us that when they saw that they couldn’t get into the house since it was so packed with people, they carried their friend to the roof, pulled out the tiles, and by means of ropes let the sufferer down on a pallet.  Four strong hands let a swaying couch down to Jesus’ feet.  It was more than friendship that motivated them. Matthew says that Jesus saw their faith. Their faith in Him was certainly persistent and resourceful. Faith, not just of the four but of five – including the paralyzed man for he was certainly not brought against his will. It was a faith that trusted Jesus to be a friend to him.

Down through the opened roof came the swaying pallet until it reached the floor. Not a word was spoken by the paralytic or his friends. A hush fell over the crowd. Silently Jesus glanced upward into the faces of the four; then down upon the prostrate sufferer who had reached Him in such an odd way.  There was no need to say anything to Jesus. Everything is plain to Him, perfectly known in His omniscience so that Jesus first dealt with the sufferer’s primary ailment – and it wasn’t physical; it was spiritual. “Take heart, son (! Your sins are forgiven.” This man needed forgiveness more than healing. Indeed, he longed for forgiveness. Jesus saw it and healed the main ailment first. 


Dear friends, note this first thing that was said. When we stand at the bedside of a friend or relative who is quite ill, what do we say? We tend to talk about a lot of other things first, don’t we?  We talk about our love for them; we talk about the family; we talk about the weather; we talk about how things are going without them; we talk about a lot of matters. If the sick is a Christian, we talk about them in their sickness, lying in the hands of God.  And that is good, as we seek to cheer and encourage our friends.  But Jesus goes two steps further. We should learn from Him the first thing to say. He doesn’t even make note of the illness or how it is affecting the man.  It is man’s greater need within that Jesus addresses first - sin.  We ought to learn from Him. 


There is nothing so essential to us as utter certainty regarding the forgiveness of our sins. Many live from day to day, year to year, piling up more and more sins and care nothing about it, even laughing over it. But that is folly. On the Last Day or when the Judge of all the earth comes calling for my life to end in the present, nothing less than the certainty of forgiveness will suffice.


When my body grows old and feels more pain, my mind loses strength and ability, my health suffers, I ought to confess that the Lord is bowing me down and reminding me of all my sins, for such are sin’s consequences with me.  In every illness I ought to be humbled and realize with renewed force that there is one hope, one help that is needed most – forgiveness of my sin.  I want at all costs to get to the feet of Jesus that He may also look through my eyes into my troubled heart to comfort it by tenderly saying: “Take heart, son! Your sins are forgiven.”

Forgiven; dismissed! Literally, “sent away!” In Jesus, Our Friend, sin and guilt are sent so far away and in such a manner that they shall never again be found, not even on Judgment Day. Christ is the only one able to separate sin from a sinner, for “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Ro.5:8). “This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” “His blood cleanses from all sin.” (1Jn.4:10; 1:7). “Greater love has none than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends,” Jesus said (Jn.15:13). 

Only His blood can cover sin; only His blood can pay the price for disobedience; only by His wounds are we healed (Is.53:5).  When the hurt is felt and there is no place to turn, how comforting to hear Him say, “Dear Child, your sins are forgiven.” What medicine that is to the heart of the sinner who looks to Jesus in faith!  I imagine a sigh and looks of eternal relief spreading over the faces of the 5 – 4 friends and the 1 on the pallet before Jesus.


Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care?  Precious Savior, still our Refuge; Take it to the Lord in prayer.  In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, Thou wilt find a solace there.   

    Jesus - What a Friend! He comforts troubled hearts.
II. He helps us in all our needs.


And with that assurance of forgiveness comforting the heart, the Lord Jesus showed the paralytic more. Indeed, Jesus showed the scoffers that He has the authority to do this and can help us in all our needs.


When the scribes heard Jesus talk about forgiveness, they silently accused him of blasphemy because they did not believe in Him.  Although they saw Him frequently display authority that only God has over illness, they refused to believe what their eyes and their ears told them - that Jesus was from God and indeed is the cause of our forgiveness.  They doubted His divine authority.


Sometimes, we can do the same, only in a reverse fashion from
