the End Grace Is Essential, trusting in Christ, our Savior, knowing in faith that God has meant all for our present and eternal good. Then we can confidently say with Joseph to those whom we leave behind, “I am dying, but God will surely visit you and bring you up out of this land to that land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob’” – not a land here on earth, but “looking forward to the city that has foundations (above), whose architect and builder is God…a better land, a heavenly one.” (Hb.11:10,16).  For that Grace Is Essential.  God grant it to us in faith for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Joseph, Jacob’s 11th son, Isaac’s grandson, and Abraham’s great grandson….the man whom God raised to the second position of authority in Egypt…through whom God saved the world from starvation some 1,800 years before Jesus was born….Joseph, a man of God whom the Lord used in great ways, lay on his death bed. Although the sacred text tells us little about it, we know that this man was ready to die in faith.  That is shown us by his words and his actions which brought to an end a useful life through which God accomplished His good and eternal purposes. In Joseph we see how essential grace is in a person’s life, especially at the end. But, let us first backtrack in Joseph’s life.

When Joseph was in his mid-50s, his father Jacob died. The family travelled back to Canaan and buried Jacob in the Cave of Machpelah where Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah were buried. God gathered the patriarchs into one resting place on earth, their bodies to await the end when He would raise them up again.


After the burial, Jacob’s family returned to the land of Goshen in Egypt where Joseph’s brothers were now traumatized by an unfounded fear that Joseph would take revenge on them for the great wrong which they had done to him. A guilty conscience is a terrible thing to live with, and the brothers could not erase the haunting memories of what they had done some 39 years earlier by throwing Joseph into a pit and then selling him into slavery. With their father gone, the sons were totally at Joseph’s mercy.  Would he seek to settle the account with them?


Jacob must have foreseen that his sons would have trouble coping with their guilt for the brothers sent a message to Joseph, quoting their father’s instructions before he died: “You are to tell Joseph, ‘Please forgive the offense of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’” To that, the brothers added their own plea for mercy: “Now please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your father.” They got down on their knees before Joseph, and with bowed heads said, “We are your servants.” Wow! They put themselves into the same position in which they had heartlessly placed their brother some 39 years before this.


The sense of guilt for past sins is a haunting thing. The person 
wronged may tell us that he forgives us, and God in His gospel gives us divine assurance of free and full forgiveness in repentance. Yet, in our human weakness and in the devil’s evil way, the old sin can raise its head again and again to haunt and harass our hearts, making us feel that no forgiveness is possible.

This is especially true when there is no frank, full, and humble acknowledgement of guilt.  As far as we know from Scriptures, the brothers had not made such a confession to Joseph.  They admitted their guilt to each other (42:12), but not to the one they wronged.


Much later King David expressed the haunting experience of unconfessed sin as he said, “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away as I groaned all day long….Then I acknowledged my sin to You, LORD, and did not cover up my guilt” (Ps.32:3f).

Do you ever have trouble coping with guilt? Then remember, confession of sin is not just an option. Confession of sin is essential for the health of the soul – confession to the one wronged, if it can be made, but above all, confession to God who knows all things. It is against Him that we sin, as Joseph said years before this in Potiphar’s house (39:9). So, go to Him above all and the Lord God will forgive as the Scriptures promise: “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness…and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin” (1Jn.1:7-9). 

Ah, dear friends, that is the supreme glory and comfort of the Christian Gospel. The disease cannot spread farther than God’s cure, for as Paul exclaims, “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more…resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Ro.5:20f). God’s grace in Christ covers all!  


Grace was sufficient for penitent Peter; sufficient for doubting Thomas; sufficient for Joseph’s brothers; sufficient grace for them - sufficient grace for us! That is what the Bible means when it says, “If anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sin, and not only for ours, but for the sins of the whole world” (1Jn.2:1f). In the sin atoning Savior, believers need never be afraid that a particular sin is beyond forgiveness.


So, confess your sin to the one you have wronged, but most of all to God.  Look with pleading faith towards Calvary’s cross.  And in the place of a guilty conscience, experience the blessed and binding truth of the Savior’s promise, “Whoever comes to me, I will in no wise cast out” (Jn.6:37). What a blessed end that is to all who believe.  Share it with those who struggle.


That’s what Joseph did for his brothers. He pointed them to God, whose plan in the end was worked out for the good of all: “You meant evil against me,” he said, “but God meant it for good…to keep many people alive…Therefore, do not be afraid.” He pointed them to our Savior-God. In knowing his own guilt and forgiveness in Christ from his earlier pride-filled life (his dreams), Joseph sought to comfort his brothers in their sad time. As Paul writes, “He comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the same comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. Through Christ our comfort overflows” (2Co.1:4f).


This is the highest point of a useful life – in the end to comfort others in Christ with the comfort of forgiveness that we ourselves have received from His hand. Such grace is essential at the end.


Following this Joseph lived another 55 years.  It was a long life, not as long as his father’s grandfather’s and great-grandfather’s, but he lived long enough:

   1) to see his brothers comforted; 
   2) to save many who would have died in the famine, maybe many

       whom he was able to point to the Savior;

   3) to hold his children’s children’s children in his arms.

In every case, Joseph’s testimony to God was clear: “God intended it all for good to accomplish what is being done, the saving of many.”

So ended a useful life, a life that from start to finish was willing at every turn to be God’s instrument for the accomplishment of God’s good purposes, in which grace was essential.  At the end Joseph died, identifying himself with God’s people and looking ahead to all the promises that God would carry out for them. His body was placed in a coffin, awaiting the day, hundreds of years later, when God would deliver His people from Egypt and take them back home to the Promised Land of Israel, from which the Savior would be born.  It’s where Joseph wanted to be at the end, near the Savior.


Likewise, when we are called to leave this earth, may we leave it at the end as we entered it, found solely in the grace of God. At
