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“For the sake of the elect, (God) will shorten those days.” Matthew 24:22
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“In You, LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame.  Into Your hands I commit my spirit; deliver me, my faithful God.  Let Your face shine on Your servant. Save me in Your unfailing love” (Psalm 31). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Saved Face The End Aware That The Signs Point To It.      

   Autumn brings a change of colors on the trees, falling leaves, browning of the grass, cooler temperatures, and the like.  With such signs, we know that winter is not far behind, and we prepare for a colder, bleaker season. The farmer harvests his grain.  Food for the animals is stored away.  Autumn is a time of preparation for that which is coming.  

   Autumn also serves as a reminder to Christians that one day there will be an end to life as we know it in the present.  After that comes eternity.  

   So, it is that in the autumn season the Scripture lessons draw our attention to the end of all things and our preparations for it.  When the end comes, will we be found ready in faith?  As we observe the signs of the end times around us and we heed our Lord’s encouragement to remain strong in Him, we will be found faithful when He returns.

   To that end we pray: Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your humble servants that we, who put no trust in our own merits, may not be dealt with after the severity of Your judgment but according to Your mercy in Christ, for Jesus’ sake we ask this.  Amen 

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Job 14:1-6 
In the midst of bitter trials, Job soberly observes the fleeting nature of man’s existence on earth.  Life is brief and has its sorrows.  Its length lies in the hands of God, not man’s.  Job bids God not to judge him according to his own inadequate merits.  

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Some Christians were unclear as to the events of Judgment Day, thinking that their relatives and friends who had already died would miss out. For our comfort, assurance, and certain hope Paul describes the events for believers. 

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 24:15-28 
Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem as a time of great distress, deception, and falling away from faith.  But for the faithful, the Lord will mercifully cut short the time.  The destruction of Jerusalem, together with the Flood, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and other divine judgments, is a type of the end of the world. He speaks of such things as signs that we might prepare ourselves in a life of vigilant faith.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                 
 The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “When the city of Jerusalem fell to Rome in A.D.70, the Eagles of the Roman legions (the eagle topped the army’s standards as they marched into battle) gathered thick as flies about the corpse of the covenant people of Israel.  It was a corpse from which the soul, that was the gracious presence of the living God, had fled. So it will be at the end of time.

   This world will be like a decaying corpse from which the soul, the favor of the living God, has withdrawn.  Nor can the eagles of God’s Judgment be far distant, for the stench of a fearfully corrupt and decaying society fills the world more and more.  Oh, may the faintly audible whir of the eagles’ pinions awake the slumbering and arrest the thoughtless while it is yet time to flee beneath the wings of Him who would gather sinners to Himself like a hen gathers her chickens under her wings!”                                                -- W.F. Besser on today’s Gospel Lesson
Outline of

Our Worship

The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service
Opening Hymn: #212 st.1-4
Order of Worship: 

The Service of Holy Baptism (Insert)

The Baptismal Hymn: #302
The Ministry of the Word

Job 14:1-6
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Hymn Response: #604
Matthew 24:15-28
Apostles’ Creed: pg.12
Hymn: #446
Sermon Text: Matthew 24:15-28
As the End Draws Near
The Signs Say…

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory & Offering: 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

Prayer: Hymnal pg.14
The Benediction

Closing Hymn: #605 st.1,4,5
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
