
Many think the power is found in numbers, so they call for all denominations to unite, no matter what they teach. Others think the power is found in wealth, entertainment, or human qualities like friendliness, love, and compassion.  As Christians we are to be that, as well as humble and caring.  But the power of Christ’s Church is not found there, and no one shall ever be saved simply because you were friendly, loving, compassionate, or lowly. But you will save yourself and others by proclaiming the Word of Truth, the Gospel of what God has done for us only in Christ, who forgave and saved us at the foot of His cross. That is what the faithful Church proclaims. “Whoever has ears, hear it!” 


Each of us has ears. So let us hear with eagerness, like the people in John’s day, and forcefully clasp the Kingdom of Grace to ourselves at every opportunity. Oh, when will people of our day learn again that we live by faith and not by sight, through the hearing and receiving of the Word.  It alone is the source of the Violence That is Needed in the Church, whether in John’s day, the time of the Reformation, in our day, or in every age.  

“The Word of God is powerful and effective!” “We are not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God unto salvation to all who believe...For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed by faith, for faith, just as it is written, ‘The righteous will live by faith.” God grant it to us for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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Theme: The ‘Violence’ That the Church Needs.                        

A week from this coming Tuesday we will go to the polls.  If you have not already done so, I encourage you of voting age to vote. It is our privilege, yes, I would say responsibility as Christians to do so. 

 No matter with which political party you identify, as Christians in line with God’s Word, look around at our country and world. One cannot deny that there is a sad moral, ethical, religious, and materialistic state apart from the Word of God that is overtaking us. At times it even seems like that fallen state has made inroads into the Church and the attitudes and lives of Christians. We might almost be led to the point of saying that the Church needs a cleansing to shake it and wake it up. As Jesus Himself warned the Church in Sardis in Revelation, “Your works are not complete in the sight of God….If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know what time I will come upon you” (3:2f). 


Jesus’ words are ominous, almost terrifying. Whether or not the Church needs such a drastic shaking from God, we cannot tell. That we must leave to the Head of the Church, Christ Himself. If in His divine providence, He deems it necessary to bring chastisement upon us for our departure from Him, He will bring it about for the welfare of His people. But as Christians we do not desire such a violent shaking, nor do we ask God to send it.  On the contrary, Paul encourages (1Tm.2:1f), “I urge first of all that requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for everyone, for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness”.  Peaceful, quiet – not violent.

So, dear Christian, as you go to vote next week, pray for God’s blessing on our land. Then pray for whomever is elected that they shall carry out God’s saving will among us. But persecution and violence is not something for which Christians pray.  


Yet there is a “violence” of another kind in the Kingdom of God which is desirable and must affect us all. Jesus speaks of it in our text.  The Church of the Reformation needs it in every age for it is profitable. It is not a violence that causes pain and destruction but blessing.  What is The ‘Violence’ that the Church and every Christian Need in every age?  
(I. The age of John the Baptist)

Perhaps the word “violence” strikes you as being too strong. And it is, in our normal way of thinking about it, for we think of violence as wicked and destructive. A violent storm destroys home and life.  A violent mob disrupts and creates havoc. A violent ruler wages war and causes pain and death. That’s how we commonly think of violence – it causes pain and heartache. But God’s Kingdom causes no pain or heartache. It only brings great blessing when the “violence” Jesus describes in our text takes place.


So it is that many translations use the idea of extreme power or forcefulness to communicate Jesus’ thoughts.  The Church always needs a proper, godly form of power and forcefulness behind it, like that which took place in John the Baptist’s day.

At the time of our text, King Herod had thrown John into prison because John preached against Herod’s sin. So, at first it might seem that Jesus speaks of the violence that believers like John suffer because of their witness to God’s truths. But Jesus doesn’t only refer to the days of John’s ministry. He refers to the beginning (pres. = ongoing) of His own: “From the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” But there was no violent persecution of Jesus’ disciples during this time until much later.  So, Jesus does not speak of the violence against the Church for its faith.  Then what?

He is describing what took place when John and Jesus carried out their ministries.  Their words came with power and forcefulness. Their words “violently” disrupted people’s lives.  It powerfully changed hearts, turning people away from themselves to God.


Think of John’s message: “Repent. Prepare the way of the Lord.” Jesus implied the same thing: “The time has come. The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news” (Mk.1)


Those were forceful messages that stirred a type of “violence” in the hearts of people as the Holy Spirit led them to faith.  He snatched them from all types of backgrounds for the Kingdom of God. People became hungry and thirsty for God’s Word, grabbing for the Gospel as hungry souls seeking Christ’s forgiveness.

Think about it. When sinners, overwhelmed in guilt and sorrow for their sins, left for dead by God’s thunderbolts of the Law, eagerly hear that the forgiveness of heaven is found fully and freely in Jesus, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” they grab for it with all they’ve got. The tax collectors, the sinners, even some Pharisees like Nicodemus, seized the Kingdom of God by faith when they heard John’s and Jesus’ sermons. This was divine “violence,” worked by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of people in John’s age, bringing them to saving faith. It was a violence that went forth with God’s blessing and benediction. It caused a great reformation among the people and made our Lord Jesus smile with delight at the pure preaching of God’s Word.

II. That was also the case at the time of the Reformation in Martin Luther’s day. You could even make an analogy to our text and say, “From the days of the Reformation until now, the Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” Those were powerful preachers of the Word at that time. What made Luther’s and the other’s preaching so powerful?


It wasn’t Luther himself, for Luther freely admitted that he was nothing but a weak and sinful man.  But it was the Word preached that was forceful.  Like the Book of Hebrews says, “The Word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, joints and marrow”(4:12). God’s Word is overwhelming. Nothing overwhelms its power! But men try.  Oh, how they try to thwart it!


At Luther’s time they cried, “Traditions, decisions of councils, decrees of Rome,” all kinds of things were given equal authority to, yes, even exalted above the Bible. False doctrine abounded. Instead of forgiveness through Christ alone, “buy indulgences and get so many years out of sufferings. Pray to Mary and the saints, and they’ll help you into heaven.” All falsities. The clear and comforting truths like, “By grace are you saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves.  It is the gift of God, not by works”; or “there is no other name under heaven whereby we are saved”; or Jesus’ promise: “Come to me and I will give you rest” – such assurances were lost, buried under the rubble of work righteousness or “buy it.” The Church was in Need of good “Violence” in the Reformation. It came as the true Gospel was restored and preached.
III. And that brings us to our present day and age. Look at the state of the world and Church today. Are people’s lives in need of the violence and power which the true Word brought in John’s day, the Apostles’ day, and Luther’s day? Yes! The Church in every age is always in need of such violence.  But where shall it be found? 

