
Only those who are blind in heart will not see our world headed to destruction in sin and unbelief. The Apostle Peter wrote, “The end of all things is near” (1:4:7). How near? Only God knows. And He who is eternal has a different clock on His wall than we do. But since the end is near in His estimation of time, “what kind of people ought we to be…as we look forward and hasten the coming of the day of God?” (2Pt.3:11f). Jesus responds: “Believe and Pray.” Can that mold and control the course of history?

Well, only God does that.  However, Jesus does exactly imply here prayer’s impact. His admonitions to believe and to persevere in praying always contain the promise that such requests are heard, and that God intervenes for Jesus’ sake for those who trust in Him. God often does spare people and soften the severity of His judgment over them because of the prayers of His elect ones. The fact that this world is preserved today and continues to be blessed is in answer to our prayers. He remembers His promise. In mercy and compassion, He hears the cries of people who trust in His Son.


So, pray with all fervency and believe that God will lighten the load for The End Draws Near, As the Signs Say. 
- Pray and believe that God will shorten the days and will give strength to those who are oppressed that they may remain faithful to Him. 
- Pray and believe that God gives us true repentance and awareness of all that is false and misleading.  
- Pray and believe that God gives us courage and wisdom to stand fast in the truth of the Gospel. 
- Pray and believe as you joyously await His coming for that day will be a day of final deliverance for all who are found through faith in the Savior.

But until that glorious new day dawns, may we in the evening of this world’s existence watch and flee, pray and believe in Christ. And the Holy Spirit will keep us in His grace, blessed as His people.  God grant it to us in faith for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.   
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It’s late afternoon, close to evening. The sun still shines, but dusk’s shadows are settling on another Church Year. Today and the next 2 Sundays are the last in the Church’s annual worship calendar. The lessons for the year are reaching their conclusion.  


Up till now we have reviewed the great events in God’s plan of salvation. The cycle is almost complete. It begins anew in 3 weeks as we enter the Advent Season. But over the next 3 weeks we come to the end of the road for 2024 in our annual pilgrimage through the great salvation doctrines of the Christian Church. It is evening time.


It is also evening time in God’s world. The day of this world’s existence is drawing to a close. God’s clock stands at the eleventh hour. The signs of the end which the Savior gave are all being fulfilled. Daily we draw closer to eternity.  When will the darkness of the last day fall? No one but God knows, and He has left that date hidden in His eternal omniscience. But it approaches. So, what kind of people ought we to be? Sad, joyful, hopeless, hopeful, despairing, anticipating? 

Our lessons will arouse such emotions at times. But most of all they encourage faith-filled watchfulness. We are to pay attention to what The Signs Say As The End Draws Near.  What do they tell us?  In our text their message is summarized in 2 pairs, 4 words altogether:  I. Watch and Flee; II. Pray and Believe.

(I. Watch and Flee.)  It was holy week, just a few short days before Jesus’ crucifixion when He spoke these words. Leaving the temple as the sun was setting, some of the disciples were noticing the buildings’ impressive structures - so beautiful, so indestructible! “Look, Teacher!” they exclaimed. “What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” (Mk.13:1).  

But the Son of God does not see things as men do.  He must have startled them when He replied, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left on top of another. They will all be thrown down.” Shocked by His response, the disciples inquired, “When will these things happen? And what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the world?” (Mt.24:3)
 
Jesus spoke of wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines,
pestilence, false prophets, anti-Christs, love growing cold, wickedness, hatred, betrayals, persecutions, martyr deaths, and more filling the world.  All would and, indeed, have already taken place before the end comes. Then He added that Jerusalem, yes, this very temple that the disciples saw as astonishingly impregnable, would be in great distress and destroyed. These are the Signs As the End Draws Near. So, watch and flee He told them. Be alert! Get out; get away from the destruction before it descends on you.

Within 40 years, Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed. It began when the Jews who opposed Christ destroyed themselves by turning further and further from God, His Word, and true worship. The precincts of the temple were desecrated by unbelievers (Idumeans) who turned on people in the temple and slaughtered over 8,500, mixing their blood with the sacrifices.  What an abomination in a place that God intended to be a place of refuge and blessing for His people, and the place that typified what Jesus would do in saving us through His sacrifice for sin. When believers saw everything so desecrated, it was time to flee, for a worse destruction was coming at the hands of the Romans (A.D.70).


This is what happens when people harden their hearts towards God, turn away from His Christ, and walk in their own wicked ways. Destroying themselves spiritually by refusing to believe in the Savior, they destroy themselves physically and, sadly, eternally. As Jesus later said, “Whoever believes and is baptized, shall be saved. But whoever does not believe shall be condemned,” (Mk16). God desires to save them all. Yet, people destroy themselves.

Years before this, God spoke in sadness through Hosea the prophet, “You are destroyed, O Israel, because you are against me, against Your Helper” (13:9). And not too much before this, Jesus lamented, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! Look, your house is left to you desolate” (Mt.23; Lk.13).  Repeatedly, obstinately the people turned away. It reached its worst heights when they rejected Jesus as the Christ.

You know, dear friends, it is true as the Bible so often assures us that the Lord is “compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, forgiving sin.” But He also “does not let the guilty go unpunished” (Ex.34). 

This is true concerning the severity of the Law and its

condemnation for sin, of which we see such examples in the past. And what about our present? The writer to the Hebrews warns (10:26f), “If we deliberately keep on sinning…only a fearful expectation of Judgment and raging fire (remains)…. How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot….The Lord will judge His people. It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” Warned of such consequences, Jesus’ words to His disciples in their time also stand for us today: “watch and flee.”

Flee? Where? No other place but to the saving wounds of Christ for “although our sins be like scarlet,” He makes them “whiter than snow. Though they be red like crimson,” in Him “they are like wool” (Is.1).  For He is “the Lamb of God who takes away our sin.” See and flee to Him who promises to cleanse us of all unrighteousness.  See and flee to Him in faith for whoever believes and is baptized shall be saved. Watch for the Signs As the End Draws Near and flee in steadfast faith to Christ, for God promises, “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty” (Ps.91). “Come to me,” Jesus says, “and I will give you rest, rest for your soul.” Eternal safety is found in His wounds, and His hands will hold us.
(II. Pray and Believe.)


In such faith He promises to hear when we pray.  To His disciples in their time of distress He said, “How terrible it will be for those who are pregnant or are nursing babies! Pray that your flight will not take place in the winter or on a Sabbath. For at that time there will be great distress, unlike any that has happened since the beginning….If those days were not shortened, nobody would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, those days will be shortened.”

Oh, the Savior felt deep pity for those who would suffer. If you read the pages of history, it was bad for Jerusalem! It is also bad when people today reject Him. In view of all, Christ urges us pray, beseeching God for more favorable time, pleading for shortening of His judgment, believing that He provides for such things. He has promised to those who remain in faith that “those days will be shortened for the sake of the elect.”

God hears the cries of His people in their distress. He reduces trials. No Christian was destroyed when Jerusalem fell.  Heeding His warning, they had long since fled to safety. And what about us?
