I did or didn’t do. It’s not that God walks around with a clipboard, putting a check mark behind everything I’ve done and not done in life – adding up the points and deciding where I spend eternity on the basis of what I did.  What do the Scriptures say about this?  

“The righteous will live by faith” (Ro.1:17).  And again, “It is by grace you have been saved through faith and this not from yourself; it is the gift of God, not by works so that no one can boast” (Ep.2:8). And again, when someone asked the Apostle Paul what should be done to be saved, Paul replied: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” That means on Judgment Day, if God were to walk around with a clipboard, there would only be one thing behind each name. It would say, “Believed on the Lord Jesus Christ” who alone makes one holy, godly, spotless and blameless through His redeeming work on the cross, or it would say, “Mocked and rejected the Lord Jesus as the Savior.” It’s either faith in Christ or unbelief that counts one unworthy before God.


So then, Judgment Day is not a time for tabulating results as it is making a declaration of that which already happened. Either I go through life and pass it clinging in faith to the Lord Jesus as my Savior and striving to reflect it in what I do, or I go through life and pass it rejecting His redeeming work. Those who believe will stand on Judgment Day at His side, one with the Savior, spotless, blameless, in heavenly peace through faith in Him – forever!  


I’m Looking Forward to What Is Certainly Coming. “Now I see through a glass darkly,” Paul writes. It is a vague sight of what will be. “Then I will see face to face. Now I know in part; then I will know fully, even as I am fully known” (1Co.13:12). How I long for that day! It will happen in God’s time, when all believers have been brought into His kingdom, and they will be found in peace with Him, holy and blameless before Him through faith


May that be the first thing on our minds every morning as we rise, and the last thing in our thoughts each evening as we lay down.  May it permeate every waking hour. God grant it in our lives of faith for Jesus’ sake.
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Years ago I read a devotion that began with the following story. It always comes to mind when we have texts like this.

An elderly pastor had a custom every evening before laying down for the night. As he went to the window to shut the curtains, he looked into the starry sky and prayed: “Perhaps, tonight, Lord?”  When the night had passed and he awoke in the morning, his first act was to go to the window again, draw back the curtains, look out on the new day and pray: “Perhaps, today, Lord?” Every day His first and last thoughts were on the Lord’s return.  


Looking forward to Jesus’ coming!  Whether at night or during the day, it will happen in His time and way for the day of the Lord’s coming in judgment is certain. In keeping the older gentleman’s custom in mind, we need to ask ourselves, Am I Looking Forward to What’s Certainly Coming – the end of this world, the day of the Lord’s return, the Final Judgment?  
I. It will happen in God’s time.

Some people scoff at this whole idea. Peter warns us, “Know this, that in the last days scoffers will come with their mocking, following their own lusts. They will say, ‘Where is this promised coming of His? For from the time that our fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have from the beginning of creation.”  

Mockers in mockery have a big problem!  They live as if the promise of Jesus’ return in judgment is just a story.  They sneer at it because they do not want to be governed by the Word of God, nor found as they truly are, pursuing lusts and desires of an evil kind. Not wanting Jesus’ coming in judgment to interrupt them, they seek to cancel His deity and His word on it.

Mockers in mockery - this is a sign of the end times that Jesus gave when He said, “At that time many will fall from faith and false prophets will appear and deceive many people” (Mt.24:10f). They will seek to belittle you and your faith, challenging: “You say that Jesus promised His coming. Well, where is it? We haven’t seen it. Did your father, grandfather, and great-grandfathers see it? For centuries people have promised it. Well, where is it?” 

Mockers in mockery are somewhat right.  For years much has

gone on as usual. And Jesus hasn’t come back yet. Since Peter’s day almost 2,000 years have passed and still nothing of Jesus’ return. But have all things been as we see them now? No. The flood left its indelible mark on our world. Yet, that escapes those who mock Judgment Day. Once destroyed by water, eventually to be destroyed by fire, that is God’s word on it. And His Word is decisive. It will happen in God’s time, Jesus promised (Mt.25:31f). Yet mockers mock. So, it is imperative that you understand why the last days have lasted so long and may continue for a while.  

II. So that all believers are brought into God’s Kingdom.

Is it taking a long time? Yes, from a human perspective.  But Peter reminds us, “For the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” The Lord’s relation to time is not the same as our relation to time. He is eternal. With Him there is no time. Short, long, time is not decisive for what He wills to do. Neither chained by brevity, nor by length, Peter writes, “He is not slow to do what He promised, as some consider slowness.” 

What we might consider slowness in Jesus is not slowness, and certainly not bad. He is not just taking His time for no reason.  He works carefully, deliberately in order to get the job done right for He has an eternal perspective that goes beyond our comprehension. It involves salvation of souls.

God could have sent the Savior to be born into the world just a few months after Adam and Eve sinned following creation.  But He didn’t. He could have sent the Savior right after the Flood. But He didn’t. A similar thing concerns Jesus’ second coming.


God could have sent Jesus back just a few years after His resurrection and ascension. But He didn’t. Why not?  Because He is not on a time schedule like you and I know. He knows what He is doing. Certain things must be done first before Jesus returns in judgment. Most importantly Judgment Day will happen when all believers have been brought into God’s Kingdom.


That is His reason for His so-called delay. God is waiting for the full number of those who will believe in Christ to be brought in. For “He is patient, not wanting anyone to perish but all to come to repentance.” Wouldn’t we want that too? 

If you knew that an unbelieving relative or a friend would come
to faith next year, would you want the world to end today, before they believed?  I don’t think so!  We don’t know who is going to come to faith or when they will be brought to faith. Only God knows.  And He is patiently waiting.  Certainly, we would not want the end to come before that person believed!  


This is why the Lord has not brought the world to an end yet.  He knows all whom He is still going to bring into His Kingdom, and until those people come to faith, the world will not end.


How could anyone blame a merciful God for that, being what some consider slow in fulfilling His promises?  How could people mock Him for that? When all who believe have heard the good news of a Savior and have been brought in, then the end will come.  

III. And they will be found in peace, holy, blameless before Him.

At that time the heavens and the earth are restored to perfection.  But first, this world tainted with sin will be destroyed – everything by fire, God’s purifying agent. All will melt in the heat. Then God will raise up a new heaven and a new earth. What that means, whether brand new or remade perfect once again, will have to wait until we see it. But it will be a fresh start as the heavens and earth are restored to the way God intended them to be in perfection.

Knowing this Peter writes, “Since all these things will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, as you look forward to and eagerly expect (better than “hasten”) the coming of the day of God.” 

Living in holiness and godliness; later he adds found in peace, spotless and blameless in His sight.  Does that describe us?


In the Gospel Lesson (Mt.25:31-46) Jesus describes a godly life 
as feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, helping the stranger, clothing the naked, caring for the sick, visiting the prisoner. He ends by saying, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  


As the Lord sees it, when I look into the face of the hungry, the poor, the sick, the imprisoned, I am looking into the face of Christ Jesus Himself.  To look into the face of Christ and turn away is not acceptable, not holy, not godly, not blameless before Him.  To such who turn away He says, “Depart from me.” I have turned away too often when I could have done something.  How can I be blameless?

If that were the end of my story, what hope would I have?  But it’s not the end! There is more. Thank God there’s more so that we can look forward to the end with joy and not trepidation.


Eternal life or death will not be judged on the basis of the works 
