
But, how happy the lot of the wise shall be, those with the oil of grace through faith in the Savior whose blood cleanses from all sin. Then, in the forever, Daniel writes, “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever” (12:3). What will that be like to “shine like the brightness of the heavens” – to be like God’s stars glistening and twinkling in the home of our Savior?


My mind cannot comprehend in this moment the full significance of heaven’s glory. But this I know - the lights in the sky above on a dark night are wonderful to see, even on this side of heaven. God has put them in their place according to His wise design, providing us with light, beauty, and gracefulness while they carry out their divine function under Him. That is what we see in our time and world. How more wonderful it will be in the next!


God grant us wisdom, steadfastness, and watchfulness to stand our ground in faith and endure to the end. “Now is the time of God’s favor; now is the day of salvation’ (2Co.6:2). It is not yet Too Late. Perhaps soon. But then by faith “we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore, let us encourage one another with these words (1Th.4:17f). God grant us grace to seize the day, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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South of Naples, Italy, a mountain rises over the plain. It’s small, not 4,000 feet high, but in the past has packed quite a punch.

In the year A.D. 79, Mt. Vesuvius erupted, covering the little town of Herculaneum in red hot lava, and burying the city of Pompeii in ash. It happened so quickly that most people could not escape the disaster. Instantly buried alive, in the twinkling of an eye, the residents had no idea what hit them.  So quickly were the cities buried that the citizens were preserved in time in the activities that were taking place when the eruption happened.


When archeologists dug into the rubble centuries later, they found the remains of people sleeping in their beds. Others were found eating at the table. Some were discovered in the streets in a running position. And a few were found in deep cellars where they had gone for safety. All were found in the activities in which they were engaged when disaster struck, never knowing what hit them.

Yet not all were unaware of what was taking place, particularly the Roman soldier on watch at the city gate. He was surely one of the first to know and could have been the first to react to get out.  But where do you think he was found? He was found still standing at the city gate, tightly gripping his weapon.  He hadn’t moved. While the heavens rained volcanic ash upon him and the earth shook violently beneath his feet, he stood fast. Over 1,500 years later he was found, faithful to his duty, still watching, ever alert.

With such faithfulness and attention to our Christian duty, may we be found on the Last Day when our Lord returns and the earth is destroyed. May we ever be found watching, waiting, alert, and prepared at our post. To that end the Savior encourages, “Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or hour.”


Are you ready? Alert? Standing your ground in faith? Watching, waiting at your post? Or will it be Too Late for you unprepared?
I. Is it Too Late now already? The hands of heaven’s clock are moving. Time marches on; it does not turn back. The hour is late.

This onward movement of time towards the end has been compared to the story of a prisoner in a cell with contracting walls.  Slowly but steadily those walls continue to move inwards.  Day by day the space grows less. Yesterday, the whole window was seen – today only half. Nearer the walls draw each day until they meet and crush the individual between them. Likewise, the walls of time close upon us as we move to God’s inevitable end.


If you question that, then realize that the older we get, the more it becomes too late to do the things we always wanted to do but never found the time.  Too late to realize the dreams and ambitions that once fired our youth.  Too late to undo the wrongs we have done, to avoid the disasters that have fallen, to change the senseless activity. For some things it is already too late, now, in the present.

Why don’t we learn and prepare ourselves? Why do we so easily avoid the lessons of history and fail to apply them? Why don’t we take the warnings of time that God gives us? Too easily we preoccupy ourselves with the things that make up our lives today, now. That could prove most fatal to us if we be caught unawares, unprepared, when Christ returns like a thief in the night.

Paul wrote in the Epistle Lesson today, “You yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  When people are saying ‘Peace and security,’ destruction will suddenly come on them…and they will certainly not escape. But you, brothers, are not in the dark so that this day should take you by surprise” (1Th.5:2f).


Time shall end and we all will move into the realms of eternity. Christ adjudicates it. Are you ready to meet Him now, today? Prepared to settle your account with Him? When that day arrives, many will tragically groan, “Too Late! Too Late!” 
II. But it is not so, yet. Thank God, not yet! The hands of heaven’s clock deciding the world’s existence still move forward. We still live in time. “The day of our salvation” is here. The night has not yet come. We are in the time of the 10 virgins in the text – waiting. 

To foolish ones, He admonishes, “Wise up!” for He has not yet come. Faith in Christ must be coupled with faithful perseverance. Coming to faith will not do if you do not stand firm in faith till the end. He has given us time to obtain the oil of His grace and power of His Word that will make the flame of faith and life in Him burn brightly within, faith in the One who has reconciled us to God through His suffering and death, not counting our sins against us. For whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. So it is that the Apostle Peter encourages, “Be on your guard so that you do not fall from your own firm position by being led astray through the error of the wicked.  Instead grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2:3:17).

Whoever has ears, let him hear. Listen to the voice of the Savior. Take stock of yourself to see that you have the necessary oil of His grace in your lamp to remain wise and steadfast in faith. It is not yet Too Late!

III. But perhaps soon it will be, for the clock’s hands continue to move. When will the final hour come? Today? Tonight? Tomorrow? Who knows?  Jesus said, “No one knows that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mt.24:36). What we do know is that an end will come to us all, for God tells us in His Word, “It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment” (Hb.9:27). For some it comes sooner than for others; some at 90; some at 45; and some when they are only 5. Perhaps our own time will be sooner than we think.


So, ask yourself, is my religion real today? Am I concerned with my standing before God now? Do I take my faith in Christ for granted? Have I neglected Word and Sacrament whereby He prepares me in faith? Foolish, fallen asleep at my post? If so, the voice of the Savior awakens us as we listen to Him. That voice will prepare you with whatever you need before it is Too Late.

IV. And then it will be forever. 

The Bridegroom will come, the clock will strike 12, the hands of time will cease forever, never to move again. And the door to heaven will be opened.  But alas, those who are not prepared for the hour it is open will not enter there.  Like the 5 foolish ones in the parable, they will desperately seek to find the oil of grace and the flame of faith that is needed Too Late.  In vain they will try to borrow it.  But one cannot borrow faith from another.  One must believe in God’s grace in Christ for himself.  I cannot believe for you, nor can you believe for me. Parents cannot believe for children, and children cannot believe for parents. The Spirit only grants it to each.  And the oil cannot be procured after time expires.

Time had expired when the 5 foolish ones trudged back with lamps that were empty. A foreboding chill filled their hearts.  Behold, the door was shut. They knocked and cried, “Open, Lord. Let us in!’ But He answered, ‘I don’t know you.” Too Late forever.
