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The First Sunday in Advent - December 1, 2024  
“Look, your King comes to you!”  Matthew 21:5  
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  In You I trust, O my God.  Do not let me be put to shame.  All who hope in You will never be put to shame. Make known to me Your ways, O LORD. Teach me Your paths.  (Psalm 25).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Your King Comes to You.   With the Advent Season we begin the church year anew.  It will be another year of grace, a year of repentance, a year which brings the redeemed of the Lord one step closer to their heavenly inheritance, for “our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.”

    The Gospel for this first Sunday announces, “Your King comes to you,” Its fulfillment was first seen in Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on His way to the cross. So it is that the centrality of God’s plan of redemption is emphasized on the first Sunday of the Christian Church year, calling for our preparation to receive the Savior in faith when He comes.  Ready yourself; Christ is coming.  Yes, we will soon celebrate His first coming at Christmas. However, if that is the only thing for which one makes preparations, that person will not be ready at Christ’s second coming in judgment when He will come at an hour that is least expected.
   So it is that we pray:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins through Your mighty deliverance.  Make our hearts ready to receive you in faith at Your Coming.  Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34
God promises to make a new covenant with His people for they were unable to keep the old covenant.  The new covenant will not be written on stone tablets but in the hearts of His people as He forgives their sin.
The Epistle Lesson: Romans 13:11-14
The hour has come. Wake up! Arm yourself! We draw near to the time of our final redemption, the end of this fallen world. Do not relapse into spiritual slumber. It leads to death. Instead, walk as children of the light.  

The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 21:1-9      

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the hope and expectations prophesied about Him approached fulfillment. Today He graciously comes through Word and Sacrament and enters the hearts of those who believe with the blessings of salvation He came to bring us.   
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder:  “No one can someday enter the heavenly Jerusalem into whose heart Christ has not already here made His gracious entry.  He Himself says, ‘If a man does not abide in Me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.’  And St. Paul says: “Anyone who does  not have the spirit of Christ does  not belong to Him.’ And in another place the same apostle therefore confesses: ‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.’  Christ’s entry into Jerusalem is a visible picture of this necessary entrance of the heavenly King into the temple of the human heart.” 

-- CFW Walther in a sermon on Mt. 21:1-9
Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Advent Candle Lighting

The Entrance Hymn: #68
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Romans 13:11-14
Hymn Response: #71
Matthew 21:1-9
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22
Hymn: #73
Sermon:  Matthew 21:1-9
Christ Is Coming!
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
 Reception of New Members
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

The Distribution Hymn: #58

Post Communion:  pg.29

The Closing Hymn: #55 
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
