Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church
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300 E. Washington Street, Marshfield, MO  65706

Church phone: 417.468.6061   Pastor Lehmann’s cell phone: 693.3244

www.peacelutheran wels.church       You can also find us on Facebook Email address: revelehmann@gmail.com
The Fourth Sunday in Advent - December 22, 2024  
“Rejoice in the Lord always I will say it again: Rejoice…The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:4-5  
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 

U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

(Messiah speaks) “Then I said, ‘Here I am. I have come.  The book written on a scroll tells about me.  My God, I take pleasure in doing Your will.  I preach righteousness in the great assembly. Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You” (Psalm 40).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Preparation.  The ancient Church called the last Sunday before the celebration of the Nativity The Praeparatio, that is, The Preparation.  Indeed, the lessons of the day and the prayers seek to reflect the sense of immediacy, preparation, and expectation of the faithful: “The Lord is near”; “Make straight the way of the Lord”; “Listen to Him;” “Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come!” “And the peace of God will guard your hearts.” Such are exclamations of joy and hope in anticipation of that which is about to take place – the birth of the Savior.”

  If we are to be properly prepared for the commemoration of Christ’s first coming, the inner presence of faith in Christ is needed. Then we shall be properly prepared to bow before our Savior.  

   To get us ready in such a preparation, the Sunday school children will help lead us today in worship.  We pray that their words and songs will enable us in these last few days before Christmas to center our thoughts upon the real importance of this festival.  Through prophecies regarding the coming Christ and their fulfillment at Jesus’ birth, believer’s respond in songs of praise to Him.

   So it is that in eager expectation of His coming, we worship Him today and pray:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of Your birth so that we might receive You in joy and serve You always, for Your name’s sake we pray.  Amen.
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Fourth Sunday in Advent - Historic Series
Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 18:15-19 God Will Send a Prophet
15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brother Israelites. Listen to him.
16 That is exactly what you asked from the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly. You said, “Do not let me hear the voice of the Lord my God anymore, and do not let me see this great fire again, or I will die.”
17 Then the Lord said to me, “They have done well by saying what they said. 18 I will raise up a prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them everything that I command him. 19 Anyone who will not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. 

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7   Rejoice In the Lord! He Is Near
4 Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Gospel Lesson: John 1:19-28   John the Baptist Testifies about Christ
19 This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?”
20 He confessed and did not deny. He confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
21 And they asked him, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”
  “Are you the Prophet?” “No,” he answered.
22 Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet said.”
24 They had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 So they asked John, “Why then do you baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?”
26 “I baptize with water,” John answered. “Among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”
28 These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2019
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Calendar  &  Announcements  for  Peace Evangelical  Lutheran  Church
Focus for the Year:  Never Grow Tired.  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
	Today
Dec.22
	Tuesday
Dec.24
	Wednesday

Dec.25
	Friday
Dec. 27
	Saturday

Dec.28
	Next Sunday
Dec.29

	10:30 am 
Sunday School and

Adult Bible Study

11:30 am

Divine Worship Service  

on-line – Facebook

Advent 4
	6 pm

Candlelight Song Service at Zion

9 pm

Candlelight Song Service at Peace

Christmas Eve 
	No Quilters or Choir Practice

Christmas Day
	
	
	No Sunday School or

Adult Bible Study.

11:30 am

Divine Worship Service on-line-Facebook

Christmas 1


[image: image1.wmf]Those We Remember In Our Prayers: In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Raejean Lause; Julie Stevens; Kent Wilkerson; Wallace Fischer; Charles Brue; Debbie Otto; Ruth Wachholtz; Pastor Roger Neumann; Verlane & Howard Phillips. 
Divine Call Sent  At the joint call meeting of Zion and Peace, Pastor Kurt Uhlenbrauck was selected to whom our ninth call for a pastor will be sent. He is 62 years old and presently serves St. Jacob Lutheran Church, Grass Lake, MI.  He and wife Karen have 2 non-dependent adult children. Please keep Pastor Uhlenbrauck and family in your prayers over the next few weeks as he prayerfully considers the call.  More information about Pastor Uhlenbrauck may be found on the bulletin board in the basement.
The New Issues of Meditations daily devotions and the Forward in Christ for December will be found in the narthex.  There are plenty of copies that you can share with family, friends, and acquaintances. 
Pill Bottles for Missions  The Women of Peace will be helping to collect small prescription bottles to be sent overseas to mission fields. Here are the sizes needed: 3”x1”, 3”x 1-1/4", 3-3/4" x 1-1/2". We need to remove the label/glue residue and wash the bottles to make sure there are no remnants of prior medicine in it.

Upcoming Services and Events
Today –  The Sunday School children will take part in the worship service

Tuesday, December 24 - 9 pm at Peace, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (at Zion, 6 pm)   


Tuesday, December 31 at Zion, 7 pm – New Year’s Eve Communion Service

[image: image2.wmf]

Next Sunday’s Lessons: 



[image: image3.jpg]Sunday after Christmas: Isaiah 63:7-16; Galatians 4:1-7; Luke 2:33-40 (Historic Pericope Series)

[image: image4.wmf]
This week I am praying for……
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The Order of Worship

The Preparation
Advent Candle Lighting – The Angel’s Candle

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer 

Pastor:  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

O Lord, in the midst of this holy season, we come this morning to Your Throne of Grace in gratitude, as we approach the celebration of the Savior’s birth. 

All:
He is the true light who draws near to all who believe in Him.

Pastor:
Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things.  
All:
Come, let us worship and adore Him.

Pastor:
Let us pray: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come.  Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve You always; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
Opening Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”

                                            62
Part I:  A Star
Introduction:  A Star Appeared – Pastor


A special star appeared in the sky the night Jesus was born.  God put it there for His saving purposes.  Like other stars, it gave light and shone brightly.  But its light was no ordinary light for its heavenly glow led travelers from the east to the stable where the baby Jesus was born.  


In many of the songs of the season we sing about the star that appeared in the heavens that first Christmas night.  But the Bible speaks of another “Star,” a more important star that has greater significance for our faith.  Our children will tell us about it. 

Children:
“A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will arise out of Israel.”


This star comes from God. It shines and rules forever. It guides us to heaven.  



It is the Christ child.  



Jesus called Himself “the Light of the world.”  



He leads us out of the darkness into the light of salvation.  



Jesus, shine in our hearts this day. 

Children’s Song:  “In a Little Stable” 
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The Old Testament Lesson:  Deuteronomy 18:15-19 – God Will Send a Prophet.
Congregational Hymn: “The People That In Darkness Sat”

st.1-3                106
Part II:  A Song

Introduction:  A Song Was Sung


What would we do without music this season?  The songs and carols express our feelings of joy this time of the year.  Think of how empty and joyless it would feel if we didn’t have music at Christmas to express our deepest feelings about that which is about to take place – the birth of God’s Son, our Savior! 


But music is a big part of Christmas.  It has been that way since the very beginning.  The songs we sing today echo the greatest carol ever heard.  It was sung that first Christmas night by angels gathered in the heavens over the hills of Bethlehem.  Our children will tell us about the words the angels sang.
Children:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill to men!”


The angels sang this song of joy for us.  


They praised God for forgiveness.  


We are happy to hear them sing.  


We also are happy to sing.  


We sing to the baby in the manger. 

Children’s Song:  “Away in a Manger”


Children sing stanza 1


Congregation join on stanzas 2 & 3


st.2: 
The cattle are lowing, the poor baby wakes,



But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.



I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,



And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.


st.3:
Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay



Close by me forever and love me, I pray.



Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,



And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

The Epistle Lesson:  Philippians 4:4-7 – Rejoice in the Lord!  He is near.

The Hymn:  “Arise, Sons of the Kingdom”                                                       
st. 1-3                  69
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Part III:  A Savior

Introduction:  A Savior Is Born


We draw near to another Christmas Eve.  Throughout the world people will gather to celebrate the birth of a child.  In these glad hours the eyes of untold multitudes will be fixed on the manger to which the star points and the songs are sung.  What is so important about that manger that makes so many people happy this season?


To answer that we need only remind ourselves of our plight if there had been no Christmas.  Ever since our first parents, Adam and Eve, disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, the whole human race has groaned under the control of the devil.  Enslaved by him in sin, we were without help or hope eternally unless we were brought back to God.  Then suddenly on that first Christmas night, the heavens were torn open with the delightful song of the angel telling us that God took care of the problem.  Our children will tell us the good news they proclaimed.     

Children:  “Today a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ, the Lord.”



A Ransom has arrived.  He will pay for our sin.



He will earn our forgiveness.



So that we can go to heaven.  



Forgiveness is won; heaven is opened.



What happy good news!

Adult Choir:  “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”

The Sermon:  “Before Going to Bethlehem, Come to the Jordan”                        John 1:19-28

The Offering

The Hymn:  “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”


st.1-6                   90

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

Closing Hymn:  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”


st.13-15              85

*                              *                              *
The Service Music:  Judy Bertoldie
The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Service Participants:  Children of Peace Lutheran under Brenda Lairmore & Casey McCracken; the Peace Adult Choir
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