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Lighting Candles at Advent
   What is the meaning of the Advent wreath, and what do the candles signify?

   The evergreen in the wreath represents life.  It represents our Savior and the life that we have in Him, for His coming brings the hope of salvation and eternal life to all who believe.

   The four colored candles in the wreath represent the four Sundays in Advent. Three of them are violet, symbolizing repentance and preparation, since our sin made it necessary for Christ to enter our world.  The candle for the third Sunday is rose to remind us that in the midst of our time of repentance there is cause for joy because the Savior has come for us. At the celebration of Jesus’ birth, a white candle is placed in the middle.
   Except for the third candle, which is sometimes called Gaudete (Latin - Rejoice), no specific names have been assigned to each candle in the wreath.  But over the years several designations arose.  Some name them the candles Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherd, and Angel.  Others refer to them as the candles of Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope, which are spiritual gifts that the Savior brings us. 

   On this Third Sunday in Advent we add the lighting of the third candle to those lit the first two weeks.  They signify: 
1. Candle of Prophecy (violet)
As the first candle on the wreath, my light is the first to pierce the darkness.  I represent the light of the holy prophets who spoke in times past with news of a coming Savior.  Theirs was the first ray of hope to all men lost in the darkness of their sins.

2. Bethlehem Candle (also called Redeemer Candle - violet)
As the second candle on the wreath, my light symbolizes the coming on earth of Jesus, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem.  He is “the Light of the world” who will come again soon to take all who believe in Him to heaven.

3. John the Baptist’s Candle (also called Shepherd Candle – rose)
The Prophet’s Candle reminds us of Jesus’ first advent long ago.  The Redeemer’s Candle testifies to Christ’s second advent yet to come.  As the third candle, I bring a message of preparation to receive the Lord Jesus in faith right now.  I represent John the Baptist.  His preaching of repentance and Baptism with water still rings out as our way to prepare for the joyful coming of the Savior into our hearts and lives.
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