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The First Sunday after Epiphany
January 12, 2025
“Did you not know that I must be taking care of my Father’s business?”  Luke 2:49
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e
“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the House of the Lord….May those who love you prosper….Peace be within you….For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek good for you” (Ps.122).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Revealed in Glory within the Father’s House. As the gracious light of salvation once shined into the hearts of the Wise Men, making them glad in the gracious gifts Christ brings, so may His saving light fill each heart today, driving out the darkness of sin and unbelief.

   This past week we entered the Epiphany Season.  The word Epiphany comes from the Greek word meaning “to shine upon,” “to reveal.”  It refers to an appearance, like that of a heavenly body, shining forth and revealing an object or thought to us. As the Star of Bethlehem appeared to shine over the place where Jesus lay, guiding the Wise Men to the Christ Child, so the Scriptures during this season will shine upon different aspects of Jesus’ life, manifesting and revealing Him in His divine glory as God’s Son, our Savior.

   To the end we pray: Dear Lord Jesus, when You were a child, it was already Your custom to first be about Your Father’s business. Help us who look to You in faith, humbly follow Your example, continuing to grow in wisdom, stature, and favor with God. In Your name we pray. Amen.   

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 12:1-7
Don’t forget and overlook your Creator when you are young, and life’s vigor is strong.  Life soon passes, strength fades, old age descends, and death follows.  The one who learns and remembers the Lord in faith from youth onward will be prepared when God calls the soul to Himself.  
The Epistle Lesson: Romans 12:1-5
The Epistle Lessons for the Epiphany Season encourage the manifestation of Christian virtues within those who come to Christ in faith.  Made new through faith by God’s mercy, God’s people humbly present their lives to God as an offering, to worship and glorify Him.
The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2:41-52      

Here is the one account we have of Jesus’ childhood.  His glory is manifested in His devotion to “His Father’s business” and His obedience.  It reveals the weakness of the human nature that belonged to those around Christ, and the strength and the devotion of His divine being.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie        

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “’He just goes to church out of habit.’ How often this charge is leveled against the regular church attender.  While God is surely displeased with purely mechanical worship, much can be said in favor of ‘going to church out of habit.’

   “Of the holy family we are told that they went to Jerusalem every year at the time of the Passover ‘according to the custom of the festival.’  
   “Years later, when He visited Nazareth, Jesus attended the local synagogue worship on the Sabbath ‘as was His custom.’  It was His custom, His wholesome habit.

  “If we are attending church merely out of habit, so be it.  But let us continue to attend, meanwhile praying for the higher motivation of Kind David who wrote, ‘I was glad when the said to me, Let us go into the House of the Lord.’

   “He who hears God’s Word regularly finds that one good habit leads to another.”

-- Herman Gockel on Don’t Break the Habit  
Outline of

Our Worship

The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

Order of Worship: 

The Morning Service: page 5 
Opening Hymn: #130
The Confession of Sins: pg.5-6

The Introit, Kyrie, Glorias, and

Prayer of the Day: pg.6-9

The Ministry of the Word

Ecclesiastes 12:1-7
Romans 12:1-5
Hymn Response: #128
Luke 2:41-52
Apostles’ Creed: pg.12
Hymn: #133
Sermon: Luke 2:41-52

The Boy Jesus in the Temple: An Example of the Cross & Divine Comfort
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory & Offering: 

Page 12

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

Prayer: Hymnal pg.14
The Benediction

Closing Hymn: #123
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
