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The Sunday Before Epiphany

January 5, 2025  
“Arise, shine, your light has come, and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you.” Is.60:1 
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e 

“Endow the King with Your justice, O God, the royal Son with Your righteousness….He will endure as long as the sun….He will be like showers watering the earth….All kings will bow down to Him and all nations will serve Him….May the whole earth be filled with His glory.”  (Psalm 72).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Revealed as Savior of the World.  One of the most significant events that took place in the months following Jesus’ birth was the coming of the Magi, Wise Men from the East.  Their coming was foretold in Old Testament writings and was an important fulfillment of God’s promise to draw the Gentiles into His Kingdom.  God shows no favoritism – Jesus is the Savior of Jew and Gentile alike.  He was revealed as the Savior of the world. 

   As we watch these ancient “kings” bow down in worship before the Christ-child, we join them in worship.  Thankful to be counted among the Gentile believers, we offer Him gifts of the heart, hands, and lips.

   To that end we pray:  Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your one and only Son.  Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of Your heavenly glory; for Jesus’ sake we pray.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6                

Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior in terms of light that is showered upon the earth.  It breaks over His Church as the Lord invites His people to see its extent.  Even Gentile kings will see the light and come to praise the Lord.

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 3:2-12   

Paul declares to the Ephesians the call he received form the Lord to be the apostle to the Gentiles.  Through the one Church, the “unsearchable riches of Christ” are to be declared to all nations.

The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 2:1-12        

Through the appearance of a special star and by a word of prophecy from the Scriptures, God led Magi from the east to the house in Bethlehem where the Christ Child was.  Upon finding Him the Wise Men bowed in worship before Him, offering Him their best gifts.

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “"'Arise!  Shine, for Your Light has come, and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you.'  How appropriate that each year we hear this Old Testament challenge while our hearts and homes are still basking in the afterglow of Christmas!

   Our Light has indeed come….the Light from heaven, God’s own Son come down to earth.  What are we to do now that we have seen the Light?  'Arise, shine,' says the prophet.  We are to spread the light…arise from our lethargy, our inactivity, our indifference, and hold high the light of our salvation…..,for the Lord is come!  To that end we pray, Lord, grant us Epiphany grace to share Your light with others.” 

-- Herman Gockel on "Arise...Shine!"
Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: #136
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-12
Hymn Response: #129
Matthew 2:1-12
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22
Hymn: #128
Sermon:  Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise! Shine! for Christ Has Come.
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #127 & 498
Post Communion:  pg.29

The Closing Hymn: # 118
Silent Prayer

Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
