Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church

(Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod)

300 E. Washington Street, Marshfield, MO  65706

Church phone: 417.468.6061   Pastor Lehmann’s cell phone: 693.3244

www.peacelutheran wels.church       You can also find us on Facebook Email address: revelehmann@gmail.com
Septuagesima Sunday – Pre-Lent 1  

January 19, 2025
“I am the LORD who shows mercy, justice, and righteousness on earth.”  Jer. 9:24
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“The ropes of death entangled me.  The ropes of the grave wrapped around me.  In my distress I called to the LORD.  To my God I cried out.  He heard my voice and rescued me from my powerful enemy” (Psalm 18).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Blessed by God’s Gracious Kindness.  With this Sunday we begin to turn from the joy and jubilation of the Christmas and Epiphany Seasons to the more serious, penitential aspects of the Lenten preparation.  

   The names of the next three Sundays point to the approximate days remaining until Easter.  Today’s “Septuagesima” means seventy.  Its lessons focus on the kindness and goodness of God that drive Him in grace to mercifully take care of His people.  He expects them to carry on with a life of self-discipline and godly endeavors within His Kingdom.  

   The life of a Christian is not the life of a sluggard. It is like a race, requiring godly effort. Still, one never merits grace through effort.  God’s mercy moves Him to bestow it, for as we fall short of His demands, He is moved to help us in our need so that in all things we trust in Him alone.

   To that end we pray: O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we, who justly suffer the consequence of our sin, may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name in Christ.  Amen.  
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 9:23-24  
The Prophet Jeremiah warns that no one should boast in himself or in his abilities.  If any boasting is to be done, do it only in understanding and acknowledging that the Lord exercises loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness on the earth.  

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5  
Although the heavenly prize is of grace and not of merit, run in this life so as to obtain it.  Yes, we are saved by grace alone through faith alone.  But God also exhorts us to a life of self-discipline and God-fearing endeavors.  Not everyone who runs gains the prize.  Train and run so that you will not be disqualified like some have been in the past.
The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 20:1-16  
Jesus’ Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard describes God’s goodness and kindness.  Called to labor in His Kingdom of Grace on earth, we are encouraged to appreciate His grace in our lives and not to murmur against it.  Many are called, but few are chosen.  Those left out are dissatisfied with God’s merciful kindness, preferring their own merits.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                

 The Preacher: Rev. Matthew Brooks, from Jefferson City, MO

Points to Ponder: “Christians are children of privilege.  In His mercy and grace God has called us into His Kingdom and permitted us to share the riches of His house.  In His kindness He gives us also the high privilege of working for the maintenance and extension of His blessed Kingdom.  We are saved to serve.  We are called to be laborers in His vineyard - not to be shirkers, all to be workers.  But the parable in the Gospel today would urge upon all to test their hearts and see whether they are working for the Lord in the right spirit and from the proper motive.”                             -- Pastor Walter Hohenstein on today’s Gospel Lesson

“The substance of this Gospel is that no mortal is so high who will not have occasion to fear that he may become the very lowest.  On the other hand, no mortal lies so low to whom the hope is not extended that he may become the highest, because here all human merit is abolished, and God’s goodness alone is praised.”  -- Martin Luther on today’s Gospel Lesson 
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