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February 23, 2025  
“Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear!”  Luke 8:8   
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“My soul pants for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. By day the LORD commands His mercy, and at night His song is with me.  Hope in God, for I will again praise Him for my salvation” (Psalm 42).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

God’s Strength Made Perfect in the Word. Last Sunday’s lessons began to turn our attention towards the Lenten Season. They impressed upon us the great fact that we are saved through God’s love and kindness by grace alone. All is undeserved. Life and salvation are gifts of His merciful generosity, for which we dare not bargain lest grace be lost.

   Today’s lessons add the thought that we are saved by the Word alone and through faith in that Word, for in our weakness and sin we can do nothing without God’s strength behind us.  The Word is the power that works faith and its fruit in our lives.  It is important for our salvation, comfort, and encouragement to know that though we are weak in ourselves, God’s strength is made perfect in us through His Word.  But the Word can only produce fruit within our hearts and lives if we listen to it and receive it with open hearts.   
   To that end we pray: O Lord, You are the strength of all who put their trust in You.  Mercifully grant that in the power of Your Word we may be defended against all adversity, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 8:11-12  
The Prophet Amos gives a solemn warning regarding God’s sending of a terrible famine of the hearing of His Word.  Such a thing happens as a result of people’s complacency and rejection of the Word.

The Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9  
Through hardships, persecutions, and a “thorn in the flesh” God enabled Paul to see God’s grace at work. His grace is sufficient. It taught Paul to be totally reliant on the Lord, who enabled him to endure all things for the sake of Christ and the Gospel.

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 8:4-15  
In the Parable of the Sower and the Seed Jesus pictures the power that is in the Word of God. When it is not rejected, the seed of the Word effectively brings forth life and abundant fruit in those who hear it.  But the way the heart receives the Word produces different results.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Jane Rips        

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: “A great preacher was asked if he had grace enough to be a martyr.  He replied, ‘No.  What do I want with a martyr’s grace now?  If I am ever called to be a martyr, then a martyr’s grace will be given to me.  What I need now is grace for my present circumstances.’ 

   “That is right.  Whatever is allotted to us in the way of tribulation will find God’s grace allotted in sufficient abundance to meet it.  Let us thus live on God’s strength, moment by moment, so that, ‘as our day is, so shall our strength be.’  He has promised, ‘My grace is sufficient for thee. For my power is made perfect in weakness.’”                    -- author unknown
   By nature, we assume that Jesus’ Kingdom works the same way that the world works.  The truth is that the principles on which Jesus’ Kingdom runs are the exact opposite of the principles of the world.  Blessings may bring curses, and curses may bring blessings. That which the world considers to be a blessing often proves to be a curse.  And that which the world calls bad, God uses for the good of those He loves.  
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