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The Fourth Sunday in Lent – Laetare
“Rejoice!”
March 30, 2025
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm then.”  Galatians 5:1

Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the House of the LORD.’ May those who love you prosper.  May there be peace within your fortifications….I will seek good for you” (Psalm 122). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Rejoice in Christ, the Bread of Life.  On the three remaining Sundays in Lent, our attention is focused on Christ as heaven’s King. He is not the kind of king that worldly-focused people want Him to be for He came to redeem us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.  He did not come to establish an earthly kingdom in which He would supply earthly wants, political desires, or a millennialistic rule here.  He came to establish His Kingdom of Grace. Still, He also provides for our daily needs.

   This is reason to rejoice.  So it is that in the middle of this season of repentance, the theme “Rejoice” reminds us that in the midst of the austere regulations of Lent, we rejoice in all that the Redeemer means for us in time and eternity.  Christians are not eternally somber people, but ones who have been refreshed with the Bread of Life, glad in the salvation He brings.  “Taste and see that the LORD is good.” (Ps.34:8).

   So it is that we pray: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds.  Cleanse us from all sin and comfort us with Your salvation, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 55:1-7 
The Lord invites the hungry and thirsty soul to come to the banquet of salvation which He has prepared in Christ.  Those who seek Him in faith will find refreshment for their souls.  They will rejoice and draw people from other nations to Him.

The Epistle Lesson:  Galatians 4:21-5:1 

The allegory of two Old Testament mothers, Sarah and Hagar, and their two sons, Isaac and Ishmael, is used to illustrate the freedom Christ brings from sin in comparison to the bondage which the works of the Law yield. God’s grace, based in His promises in Christ, is the source of the sinner’s spiritual freedom and joy.

The Gospel Lesson: John 6:1-15  
Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the five thousand prepared the people for His coming discourse on Himself as the Bread of Life. In Him they would find refreshment and joy, not because He could fill their stomachs, but because He could feed souls eternally with salvation and life.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         
The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Points to Ponder:  The Children of Israel returned from the land of Babylonia where they had been held captive for many years.  Repentant for their sins, eager to be accepted back into God’s loving-kindness, their hearts cried out for reassurance that God “would remember their sins no more” and that He would “revive” them so that they might “rejoice” in Him (Psalm 85).

   So it is with us in the Season of Lent.  Lent is a season of repentance, a time for serious introspection as we ponder our transgressions and long for reassurance of God’s loving forgiveness.  It is also a season in which we eagerly look forward to the joy of redemption that Christ won for us in His suffering and death, and which was sealed to us with His resurrection to life.  Sorrow for sin and anticipation of Christ’s salvation go hand in hand.  Together they make Lent a special time, a time which revives our spirits as we prepare our hearts for Easter when repentance leads to faith and faith leads to unspeakable joy.
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