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The Sixth Sunday in Lent – Palmarum
April 13, 2025  
“Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes.”  Matthew 21:9
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“I recite my works for the King.  You are the most beautiful of the sons of Adam. Grace is poured out on Your lips.  Therefore, God has blessed You forever. In Your majesty, ride forth victoriously” (Psalm 45).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Blessed Is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord. Palm Sunday marks the gateway to Holy Week, the climax of the Lenten Season.  From the earliest of times, it has been observed within the Church with great joy.  Although Jesus’ outward appearance is not of royalty and His kingdom is not of earthly splendor, we praise Him today as heaven’s King.

   We recall His entrance into Jerusalem.  He came like no ordinary king and the people received Him as no ordinary king.  But the crown He will wear will not be made of gold or precious jewels.  It will be plaited with thorns.  The throne He ascends will be a cross.  Yet, from that cross He rules as the Church’s King, the One who conquers sin, death, and the devil for us.  That is the cause of our joy this day.

   To that end we pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Grant that in faith we may be made partakers of His resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-12
Discouraged by their captivity in a foreign land, God gives new hope and encouragement to His people.  He foretells the coming of the Savior-King in whom they will rejoice.  

The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11  
Paul describes in a simple yet profound manner the person and work of Christ Jesus.  Although being in nature true God, He came as a man in humility to be our Savior. Thereupon, after His work of salvation for mankind, God exalted Him above all things as heaven’s eternal King.

The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 21:1-9
Jesus makes His entrance into Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week. He rides into the city on a young donkey, the transportation of the poor and lowly.  But He rides to the shouts of praise from His disciples who spread palms before Him. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: “Redemption to pay the sin-guilt of men could not be effected by laying aside Christ’s deity. He could not do without His deity in His State of Humiliation.  He had to attach the full weight of His deity to His being obedient and to His suffering and dying.  Even in the midst of His death, He had to be the mighty God in order by His death to conquer death…. He is God and therefore also according to His human nature in God’s form…. This is incomprehensible to human reason.  How could one so high descend so low! But you are not asked to comprehend, you are asked to believe and to worship…. If I permit myself to be persuaded that only the human nature has suffered for me, then Christ is to me a poor Savior and He Himself indeed needs a Savior.  

-- R.C.H. Lenski on “The Humiliation and the Exaltation of Our Savior”

   “It should be a source of endless comfort and joy to us that in the week before His crucifixion, with the agonies of Gethsemane and Calvary only a matter of days away, our Savior did not turn aside from that which lay ahead.  Rather, He willingly, humbly, resolutely rode into the jaws of death to give us life.”                 --  Herman Gockel: “He Loved Them to the End”
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