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The First Sunday after Easter

Quasi modo geniti: “Like newborn babies crave…” (1 Peter 2:2)
April 27, 2025  
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  John 20:29   
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Guard me, O God, for I take refuge in You.  You are my Lord. I have no good apart from You. My flesh will dwell securely. You will not abandon me to the grave. You have made known to me the path of life” (Psalm 16). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Blessed Are Those Who Believe.  In faith we are among those of whom Jesus said, “Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have believed.”   He spoke those words right after His resurrection. But they are words of comfort and encouragement to all who would follow Him years later. 

   Although Easter Sunday is past, we still bask in the warmth and glow of the Savior’s resurrection from the dead.  Through it peace and joy govern the hearts of all who believe.  Because He is risen, we are reconciled to God.  The resurrection proclaims it.  We are encouraged to grow in this faith and proclaim it to others.  

   The Latin name for this Sunday encourages such growth: “Like new-born babies, crave the pure milk of the Word” (1Pt.2:2). Through growth in faith we will not be unbelieving like Thomas but will rejoice in the surety of our own resurrection at the last day.

   To that end we pray:  Almighty God, grant that we, who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection, may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God and remain steadfast in the faith until the end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Genesis 32:22-31 
As Jacob returned to his father’s house after 20 years away, he feared his brother Esau whom he had tricked out of the birthright.  That night Jacob wrestled with God and would not let Him go until He blessed him. Such is the nature of a faith that overcomes and gains the victory.

The Epistle Lesson:  1 John 5:4-13 
Christ has risen from the dead. With a risen Savior as the object of our faith, the world that is opposed to Him is defeated. Faith is the hand that receives eternal blessings.  With such a world conquering champion on our side, the fear of sin, death, or the devil is overcome.  

The Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31 
Jesus appeared to His disciples, quieting their fears. He displaced their doubts, gave them peace, and sent them to the world with the Ministry of the Keys to forgive the sins of the penitent and hold the sins of the impenitent as long as they do not repent.  At first, Thomas refused to believe Jesus had risen and forfeited the peace that could have been his.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: “Believing is no mere opinion so that it makes little or no difference what one believes.  It makes a world of difference in secular life whether what you believe is fact, reality, truth, or a lie. Trust the wrong bank, and your money is lost. Trust the unsafe bridge, thinking it is safe, and you wreck your auto and kill yourself….Trust false doctrine and the results are according. Trust not the Son of God and His blood shed for you, and you are lost, for there is no salvation except in Him.”

    “How can we refuse to believe the testimony of God who is infinitely greater than men….To make God a liar is the worst crime because God is so great, holy, true, and righteous.  To make Him a liar when He testifies to us concerning His Son is to commit the worst crime possible even against God, for He sent His Son into the world to save us by His blood. What shall we then say about (those) who reject the Virgin birth, the deity of Jesus, and the blood that cleanses with divine power?”  

---RCH Lenski on Our Faith, the Victory  
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Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Opening Thoughts on the Service

Entrance Hymn: #192 st.1-6

Today’s Order of Worship: 

Matins: Hymnal pgs.32-34

Psalmody: Psalm 16    

Hymnal pg.125
Lord, Feed Us 

Genesis 32:22-31
1 John 5:4-13
Hymn Response: #394
John 20:19-31
The Use of the Keys: insert
Sermon Hymn: #208 st.1-6
Sermon Text: John 20:19-31
“I Confess!”
Lord, Accept 

Our Response
The Offering 
 Te Deum Hymn: #250
The Prayers: pg.39

Lord, Bless Us
The Benediction: pg.40

Closing Hymn: #208 st.7-10
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
