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The Third Sunday after Easter

Jubilate – “Rejoice!
May 11, 2025  
“You have sorrow now.  I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice.”  Jn.16:22    
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Shout praise to God, all the earth!  Make music to the glory of His name!  Make His praise glorious!  Say to God, ‘How awesome are Your deeds!’ Because of Your great power Your enemies cringe before You” (Psalm 66). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Rejoice! Grief Turned to Joy.  Normally we think of Easter as a happy time.  But if we would ask whether or not Easter did away with all grief and sorrow, we would have to say, “No.”  Jesus’ disciples were still in the world and the consequences of sin still arose in their lives, even though they were redeemed from sin by Jesus.  There would still be grief and sorrow for them.

   At the same time, they knew a joy in the Savior that “no man could take away from them.” It was a joy that remained even in the midst of sorrows - joy in their forgiveness, joy in their salvation, joy in light of the eternal blessings that were yet to come!  It would always be theirs.

   That joy is there for all who believe in the risen Savior.  So it is that on this Third Sunday after Easter, the foremost encouragement to all believers is “Rejoice! Shout praise to God!”  In Christ our joy never ends.

   So we pray:  O God, by the humiliation of Your Son, You lifted up a fallen world from the despair of death. By His resurrection, grant Your people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joy, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 40:25-31
When Israel felt powerless and rejected by God, lamenting the sorrows and woes that overtook them due to their unfaithfulness, God pointed them to His majesty and might as the everlasting God.  Surely, as the gracious One, He would use it to sustain them, lift them up, and be their cause for rejoicing. 
The Epistle Lesson:  1 Peter 2:11-20  
New life is ours in the risen Christ.  That is cause for great joy.  Although for now we live in this world of sin, our time here is temporary.  We are only strangers and pilgrims on our way to heaven.  Heaven is our true home.  So it is that Christians strive to abstain from the passions of the flesh that would lead them apart from God now and in eternity.  
The Gospel Lesson: John 16:16-23  
On Maundy Thursday evening, as Jesus was celebrating the Passover with His disciples, He told them about His departure and return, pointing to His death and resurrection.  In their confusion, He assured them that their momentary grief would turn to unending joy.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: (0n the Gospel Lesson) "The highest of all joy is that which the heart has in Christ, our Savior…. He says that sorrow shall be only a little, short season, although it appears to me, indeed, to be great, long, and eternal.  He will come again, as He says: “I will not leave you orphans; I come unto you.”  And thus, we shall possess in Him eternal comfort and joy instead of this little season of sorrow.”  -- Martin Luther

(On the Epistle Lesson) “Conduct yourselves as those who are no longer citizens of the world, for your possessions lie not on this earth but in heaven…You have Christ, who is more than all else...Since you are not of the world, act as a stranger in an inn, who does not have his possessions with him but merely procures food and spends his money for it. For this world is merely a place of transit, where we cannot stay; we must travel farther….In heaven we are citizens; on earth we are pilgrims and guests.”            -- Martin Luther on “Children of Heaven Should Be Otherworldly”
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 I’m Only a Stranger Here.
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The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us
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Closing Hymn: #192 st.7-8
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Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
