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The Sunday after the Ascension of Our Lord
Exaudi  – “Hear me, O Lord” 

June 1, 2025
“When the Counselor comes, He will testify of me; you also will testify.” John 15:26
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Hear me, O Lord.  With my voice I call.  Be merciful to me and answer me.  Your face, LORD, I will seek.  The LORD is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Spirit of Truth Will Help You.  The realities of Jesus’ return to heaven in His ascension were celebrated this past Thursday – 40 days after Easter.  Our Savior went ahead, paving the way to life with Him above. It is a meaningful event and a happy occasion for believers.  But for the Eleven disciples it was a sad and confusing time.  

   So it was that Jesus promised to send them another Counselor, the Holy Spirit.  He would guide them into all truth, and they would become witnesses of all that Jesus had done. He would hear (“Exaudi”) their cries for aid and grant them.

   As believers today go out to what has become an increasingly hostile world, there is no cause for alarm or fear.  The same Spirit promised to the disciples is promised to us as well. He is our comfort and guide.

   To that end we pray:  Lord Jesus, King of Glory, You ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right hand You rule the nations.  Leave us not alone but grant us the Spirit of Truth that we may be Your witnesses in all the world; in Your name we pray. Amen.

T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 32:14-20  
Israel often experienced times of desolation and fear.  So also will the Lord’s Church.  But He will pour out His Holy Spirit on those who believe.  The Spirit will restore righteousness, peace, and security to the people of God.

The Epistle Lesson:  1 Peter 4:7-11  
As the final goal of God’s plan of salvation nears, Christians strive to remain clear-minded and controlled while they pray.  Love dominates their hearts and enables them to be faithful managers of God’s abundant and gracious gifts by which the Spirit helps them in their witness.  

The Gospel Lesson: John 15:26-16:5a  
Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to His disciples. As their Counselor and Guide, the Spirit will help them testify concerning the truth about the Savior.  But their witness to Him will not always be easy, for the world will persecute them when He is gone, falsely thinking that they do God a service by getting rid of those who follow Him.
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder  “One cannot paint the cross any differently.  It is the cross of persecution…. So was the lot of Christ.  They put Him to death in the most scornful and disgraceful way.  So also Christ says in our Gospel: ‘They will kill you.  And all the world will say that they thereby offer God a service…. But whoever endures to the end, shall be saved!’  Where there is a true, living faith, it presses forward through sword and fire.”                                                                              -- Martin Luther on John 16:2
Outline of

Our Worship

The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service
Opening Hymn: #213
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

Isaiah 32:14-20
1 Peter 4:7-11
Hymn Response: #216
John 15:26-16:4
Nicene Creed: pg.22
Sermon Hymn: #222
Sermon Text: Acts 1:1-11
Have You Adopted

the Savior’s Program?
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory: pg. 22
The Offering
 The Prayers
The Lord Blesses Us

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymn: #212
Post Communion:  pg.29

The Closing Hymn: #218 st.5-6
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews
