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The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

August 17, 2025
“Commit what you do to the LORD, and your plans will be established.”  Prov. 16:3
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Surely, God is my Helper.  The LORD is the One who preserves my life. In Your faithfulness destroy (those who oppress me.) Save me by Your name. O God, hear my prayer” (Psalm 54).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Gifts of God’s Grace Call Us to be Good Stewards.  God calls us to a life of stewardship, wisely managing faith and His gifts to us.

   Stewardship is a matter of faith.  Faithful stewards humbly recognize that everything they have is the property of the Lord of heaven and earth, who holds every creature in His hand.  Even life itself is His good gift to mankind, to be managed wisely by us to His glory, our good, and the eternal welfare of souls. 

   As we manage His gifts, He also admonishes us to be on our guard against various temptations that lead one to squander His gifts to the detriment of the soul.  Indeed, faithful stewards will wisely use their gifts and talents in the cause of righteousness before Him.

   To that end we pray:  Lord, teach us to guard against every temptation to mishandle and squander Your gifts to the detriment of our souls.  Help us to grow in grace and appreciation of the Gospel so that we wisely use the gifts You have given us and administer them faithfully.  Then Your Kingdom will grow and flourish. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.   
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 16:1-9  
God weighs the motives of the heart and responds to them for the good of His people.  Therefore, find contentment in His righteousness and not in gaining much earthly wealth.  

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:6-13  
Israel’s rebellious history against God and their self-destruction in sin serve as examples for us not to set our hearts on evil things but to set our hearts on God, being led by Him in ways of righteousness.  As we look to Him, He will uphold us in times of testing and trial.  

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 16:1-9  
In His Parable of the Shrewd Manager, Jesus encourages believers to be wise and faithful stewards of His gifts. True stewardship is a matter of faith.  In a worldly way the man in the parable was wise as he planned for his future.  But the believer, in looking to the Lord for all things, is to be wiser in his use of God’s gifts, looking towards eternity.

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                 

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “You should think: ‘Well, if an (unbelieving) farmer, townsman, merchant miser, woman and maid are able to serve the devil with such diligence and allow no drudgery to weary them, why should I (a Christian) not be willing in like manner to serve my Lord, whom I am to enjoy forever?.... Now, we should learn to interest ourselves in the eternal with the earnestness with which a miser interests himself in money.  But where do you find the Christian who does so?”

-- Martin Luther from a sermon on Lk.16:1-9 The Shaming Zeal of Worldlings 
Outline of

Our Worship

The Preparation
Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: #276
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

The Ministry of the Word
Proverbs 16:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:6-13
Hymn Response: #278
Luke 16:1-9
The Nicene Creed: page 22
The Sermon Hymn: #413
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 10:11-13

Can We Be Sure We Will Be Saved?
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory: pg. 22
The Offering
 The Prayers
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #308 & 449
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #400 st.1,5,6
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
