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“There are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.”  1 Corinthians 12:4 

Welcome: The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Praise waits for You, O God, in Zion.  To You vows will be fulfilled.  How blessed is the one You choose and bring near!  In righteousness You answer us with awesome deeds, the God who saves us”  (Psalm 65). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Accountable for God’s Gifts of Grace. As we grow in grace, we are encouraged to use the gifts God has given us to glorify His name and to utilize them for the good of His people.

   Similar to last Sunday’s lessons, today’s lessons continue with the emphasis on the faithful use of God’s gifts to us.  Not only are we to be wise and faithful stewards of His gifts, but we are also responsible to Him for the way we use them.  As Jesus said, “To those who have been given much, much is to be expected.” So, we are held accountable to Him for the way we use the gifts He has given. Sadly, too many abuse them and receive their due reward from His hand.

   To that end we pray: Lord, You reveal Your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness.  Keep us growing in the knowledge of the mercy and grace that you have given to us.  Then, through the help of the Holy Spirit, we will make wise use of the spiritual gifts that we have received.  May the Spirit deliver us from any temptation that would not seek to use these gifts in a God-pleasing way.  And may we use each gift for the good of Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 7:1-11 
The Lord considered Israel’s unfaithfulness to His gifts of grace as robbery.  They turned His house into a den of robbers. Jesus repeated the same words in the New Testament times.  God admonished Judah for their evil ways and called them to return to Him, the God of grace.

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11  
The Holy Spirit gives various gifts to His Church, all for the common good of His Kingdom. He determines the gifts and the proportion in which He gives them.  We are accountable for our use of the gifts which are given to each one for the good of all the Church.  
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 19:41-47 
Jesus weeps over Jerusalem’s rejection of Him who is God’s greatest gift.  Such rejection would result in their destruction. Their rejection of God’s Gift is also seen in turning His Temple from a “house of prayer into a den of thieves,” where they robbed the people of their money, their faith, but worse -  robbed God and His Word of the glory due each.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: “What is therefore the reason that so many sinners perish eternally even though God does not desire the death of any sinner?  It is this – because so many despise the only means of rescue which eternal Love in Christ has prepared for them and offered to them.  

   “Therefore, oh how foolish are all those who go along without true faith in Christ and at the same time trust in God’s love!  They do not know the things that make for their peace; they do not know the time of their (God’s gracious) visitation.  

   “They act like those who have fallen into a river and do not want to grab hold of the outstretched, saving hands of their friends…Just as these must sink, even if thousands of hands stretch out to them in love, so must also those who do not believe in Christ perish eternally although God has loved them from eternity and also for them has offered His Son on the altar of the cross…God wants to save us.” 

--  CFW Walther on God Does Not Desire the Death of Any Sinner
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