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The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
August 31, 2025
“Turn your ear toward us and listen…because of Your great compassion.” Dn.9:18 

Welcome: The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“The LORD is my strength and my shield.  In Him my heart trusts, and I am helped.  Hear the sound of my plea for mercy when I cry to You, when I lift up my hands toward Your most holy sanctuary.”  (Psalm 28). 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Goodness of God - Found in His Gifts of Grace.  Our comfort and encouragement is found in the mercy and grace of God in Christ.     

   Without Christ the chains of sin bind us firmly. Condemnation is our lot.  But in His great love, the Father provided His Son to save us.  He broke sin’s chains for us and opened the door to freedom from sin and condemnation through faith in Him.  Without Christ we are and remain nothing.  With Him all things are ours.
   To enjoy what He has done for us, the sinner must first humble himself and be painfully aware of his utter failure before God, plead for God’s mercy, and trust that by grace Christ alone justifies him before God.  Each of our lessons today highlights the truth that in our need we must rely wholly on God’s goodness found in His gifts of grace.
   To that end we pray: Almighty God, You are always more ready to hear than we are to pray and willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve.  Pour upon us the abundance of Your mercy, for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Daniel 9:10,11,15-19  
While the inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judah languished in captivity in Babylon, Daniel earnestly prayed for his people.  Confessing their sin and pleading for God’s mercy, Daniel interceded before the Lord, begging His forgiveness and trusting that He would graciously hear and answer his prayer on behalf of all his people.  

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10  

Paul encourages us to hold firmly to the Gospel.  Paul himself holds to it completely as the means by which God’s forgiving grace flows to people.  That grace made Paul what he was, a redeemed believer and apostle for Christ.  It is that grace, and grace alone, on which Paul relied.  

The Gospel Lesson: Luke 18:9-14  

There is a wrong and a right way to come before God.  The wrong way relies upon one’s works and moral goodness. The right way laments the sinner’s desperate need in failing to keep God’s commands.  It pleads for mercy and relies completely on grace for forgiveness.  Examples of both are seen in the Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Children’s Song: The Stevens Boys – Zeke, Gus, & Etley
Point to Ponder: “Ah, beloved, just now when the pestilence of cholera has again opened wide its deadly maw against us, just now we so much need the pure teaching of justification!  It is the best, indeed, the only sure preservative and remedy.  If you use this means, no fear of death will torment you, and when death finally embraces you with its ice-cold arms, you will not despair but with the publican will call out in faith: ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  And when your ear and eye and mouth close in death, all the angels in heaven and God Himself will open their mouths and say about you: “This man, woman, or child went justified – not ‘down’ but ‘up to His House,’ the house in heaven.”

-- CFW Walther on The Justification of a Poor Sinner Before God 

Outline of 

Our Worship
Song Service
Lord, Hear Us

Opening Song: “Thank You, Lord”
Congregational Hymn: #39
Confession of Sins: #388 st.1-4
Absolution: insert: It Is Well 
Hymn of Praise: #574
Prayer of the Day
Lord, Speak To Us

Daniel 9:10.11,15-19

Hymn: insert: Speak, O Lord
1 Corinthians 15:1-10
Hymn: insert: This Is the Feast
Luke 18:9-14

“Lord, Let Me Go Home Justified!”

Introduction: It’s a Blessing!

Hymn: #656
Part 1: I Came a Sinner

Hymn: #351
Part 2: I Go Away Forgiven

Hymn: #648
Lord, We Respond

The Offering

Hymn: #457
Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, Bless Us

The Benediction
Closing Hymn: #463  st.1-4
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews
