The Seventh Sunday after Trinity - Historic Series
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 62:6-12-God Promises to Save His People.  
6 Upon your walls, Jerusalem, I appointed watchmen. All day and all night they will never be silent. You who keep reminding the Lord, do not rest! 7 Do not give him rest until he establishes Jerusalem,
and he causes her to be praised on the earth.
8 The Lord swore by his right hand and by his strong arm: I will certainly never again give up your grain as food for your enemies, and foreigners will not drink the sweet new wine you worked for.
9 For those who pick fruit will eat it, and they will praise the Lord, and those who harvest grapes will drink in my holy courtyards.
10 Go through, go through the gates. Prepare a way for the people. Build up, build up the highway. Clear it of stones. Raise a banner for the peoples.
11 Listen, the Lord is making a proclamation to the end of the earth. Tell the daughter of Zion:
“Look, your salvation is coming.
Look, his reward is with him, and his compensation is out in front of him.” 

12 Then they will be called holy people, the redeemed of the Lord. Then you will be called Sought After, A City Not Abandoned.
Epistle Lesson: Romans 6:19-23 – Serve God, Not Sin, In Your Life. 
19 I am speaking in a human way because of the weakness of your flesh. Indeed, just as you offered your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, resulting in more lawlessness, so now offer your members in the same way as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free from righteousness. 21 So what kind of fruit did you have then? They were things of which you are now ashamed. Yes, the final result of those things is death. 22 But now, since you were set free from sin and have become slaves to God, you have your fruit resulting in sanctification—and the final result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the undeserved gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Gospel Lesson: Mark 8:1-9 – Jesus Feeds More than 4,000 Men.
1In those days, when there was again a large crowd and they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples and said to them, 2 “I feel compassion for the crowd because they have already stayed with me three days and do not have anything to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will faint on the way. Some of them have come from a long distance.”
4 His disciples replied, “Where can anyone get enough bread to feed these people here in this deserted place?”
5 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” “Seven,” they said.
6 He commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, gave thanks, and broke them. He gave the pieces to his disciples to distribute to the crowd, and they did so. 7 They also had a few small fish. He blessed them and said that these should be distributed as well. 8 The people ate and were satisfied. They picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 9 About four thousand men were there. Then he sent them away. 
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