The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity - Historic Series
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 29:18-21 – Israel’s Hope for the Future.
18 On that day, the deaf will hear the words from a book, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 19 The humble will rejoice in the Lord once again; the poor will delight in the Holy One of Israel. 20 But the ruthless will come to nothing. Those who mock will be no more, and all those who plan evil will be cut off— 21 all those who slander others with a word, all those who argue cases at the city gate, all those who use false testimony to deprive the innocent of justice.
Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 – The Ministry of the Spirit.  
4 Such is the confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent by ourselves to claim that anything comes from us; rather, our competence is from God. 6 He also made us competent as ministers of a new testament (not of letter, but of spirit).  For the letter kills, but the spirit gives life. 7 If the ministry that brought death (which was engraved in letters on stone) came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look directly at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face (though it was fading), 8 how will the ministry of the spirit not be much more glorious? 9 If the ministry that brought condemnation has glory, the ministry that brought righteousness has even more. 10 In fact, in this case, what was glorious is no longer very glorious, because of the greater glory which surpasses it. 11 Indeed, if what is fading away was glorious, how much more glorious is that which is permanent!

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7:31-37 – “Be Opened!”
31 Jesus left the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the region of the Decapolis.32 They brought a man to him who was deaf and had a speech impediment. They pleaded with Jesus to place his hand on him. 33 Jesus took him aside in private, away from the crowd. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34 After he looked up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha!” (“Be opened!”) 35 Immediately the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was set free, and he began to speak plainly. 36 Jesus gave the people strict orders to tell no one, but the more he did so, the more they kept proclaiming it. 37 They were amazed beyond measure and said, “He has done everything well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak!” 
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