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The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
September 22, 2024 
“Live with all humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Eph.4:2
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
O u r   F o c u s   f o r   t h e   Y e a r 

Never Grow Tired! With all the things that go on in our world today and in our own lives, we can easily grow tired and not live our faith. When temptation arises, Paul encourages: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  That is our united confession. 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Christ-like Humility Fosters Christian Unity     During this second half of the Trinity Season, our Sunday lessons have presented various aspects of the Christian character that are to be found in the lives of the saved.  As Christians grow in faith through their attention to God’s Word, those characteristics are reflected more and more in their lives, and they are led more and more into the unity of the Spirit.  

   In our Sunday lessons until now, these graces that the Holy Spirit works included: the Christian service of love (Story of the Good Samaritan), purity of a grateful life (Healing of the Ten Lepers), singleness of heart (One cannot serve God and Mammon), and patience in trials and tribulation (Raising the Youth of Nain). Today the Savior instructs us in a lesson on humility. 

   To that end we pray:  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love.  Inspire us in faith to love those things which You command us to be and to do so that we may obtain that which You promise through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 25:6-13 
King Solomon encourages the reader to practice the virtue of Christian humility.  Not only is pride a sin, but it leads a person nowhere.  Refreshing to us is the person who comes in humility of spirit with thoughtful words of godly wisdom. 

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:1-6 
Paul, the prisoner of Christ, encourages Christians to live lives worthy of their high calling to salvation.  Such lives are marked by Christ-like humility, gentleness, patience, love, and the hope of what is yet to come.  In so living, the unity of the spirit will be maintained and will grow.

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 14:1-11 

While eating at the house of a prominent Pharisee, Jesus watched as people jockeyed for seats of honor at the table.  So, He taught the virtue of godly humility.  The one who in humility of faith looks to Christ alone as the Savior, shall in the end be exalted. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: On unity: “True unity is not external. It is not like a bundle of sticks, bound together with a rope.  Rather, it is like a great tree through which the same sap circulates from the massive trunk to the tiniest leaf that flutters at the farthest branch.”             -- Pastor Boardman
- True Christian unity is oneness in faith as taught in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And there can be no compromising with error.  Error destroys unity, it is sinful, and it can never be pleasing to our Lord who says, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.’”                       -- Pastor Klotsche
- “I know of no greater gift of God than true unity.”              -- Martin Luther
On humility: “They that know God will be humble; they that know themselves cannot be anything but proud.” 

- “It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes men like angels.”                                                                                     -- Augustine

- “You will never be worth anything for God and His Church until you are humbled.  You must go down before you can go up.”              --Talmage

- “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” 

 --Mt.5:3
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Proverbs 25:6-13
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Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
