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The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity
October 26, 2025
“This is nothing other than the house of God; this is the gate to heaven.” Gen.28:17 

Welcome: The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The restrooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“LORD, say to my soul, ‘I am your salvation.’  The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears. From all their distress, He delivers them. For this God is our God forever and ever.  He will guide us beyond death” (Pss. 35, 34 & 48).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Saved Face the End – Forgiven…Renewed. With this Sunday we enter the final cycle of lessons for the Church Year.  Having been instructed in the saving work of Christ during the first half of the year, and then in the Christian life over the weeks of summer, our thoughts are now turned to the fulfillment of all things in the last times.  

   All of the remaining Sundays in the Church Year make up the eschatological section (study of the last things) and have as their general theme: The Saved Face the End - Prepared.  Only the last Sunday lessons in November are strictly eschatological, presenting what actually happens at the end. Before that, our lessons treat of our preparation for the end.  For example, forgiveness and renewal are prominent in our lessons today.  None of the Saved would for one moment face the end and the last judgment rightly without Christ’s forgiveness. Jesus demonstrates today that He has the power to forgive.

   To that end we pray:  Almighty God, in Your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and soul.  Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases You, for Jesus’ sake we pray.  Amen.
T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y
(The Lessons of the Day are from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 28:10-17 
Jacob fled from the wrath of his brother, Esau.  He stopped for the night near Bethel (“House of God”).  The Lord gave him the dream of a ladder extending from heaven to earth. It assured Jacob of God’s forgiving presence for him and renewed his spirits for the journey that lay ahead.
The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:22-28  
Paul admonishes Christians not to live as people of the world, in a life of sin, hardened towards God.  Instead, be renewed in faith, putting off the sinful flesh with its corruption and putting on the “new man” in Christ.  

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 9:1-8 
Jesus renews the life of a paralytic man by assuring him of forgiveness and by healing the man’s crippled body. In both acts Jesus divine, gracious, and saving authority was revealed.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: Is it possible to rub off a tattoo?  In Isaiah 49:16 God tells us, “See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.”  It is as impossible for God to rub you out of His hands as it would be for you to rub a tattoo off your arm.  He also says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua 1:15).  Friends and relatives sometimes let us down. They may go away. God never will. His promise is sure. In mercy God cannot forget you. In Christ you are forgiven. In faith you are His.

   In a Greek city stood a statue.  One day a woman with soiled hands, disheveled hair, and tattered garments passed into the court. Her attention was arrested by the statue.  For a long time, she gazed in thought before it. The next day she returned, and look! Her hair was arranged like the statue’s. The next day she returned. Now her garments were draped around her like those of the statue. She came and went. Each time it was noticeable that she was slowly being transformed into the image of the statue.  
   The scriptures set before us the perfect model – Jesus Christ.  Come often and gaze upon Him, your Savior, and there will arise in your soul the image that is His. You will be transformed into His image, losing the desire to be like the evil world.                                                (author unknown) 
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