Advent – The first season of the church year is Advent.  It begins with the first Sunday in December or last Sunday of November depending upon the calendar year.  The word Advent come from the Latin word advenio which means to look forward.  During this season we look forward to the coming of our Savior on Christmas Eve.  The idea of preparing comes from the 4 “R’s” of Advent: Readiness, Repentance, Reconciliation and Rejoicing.  An Advent wreath with 4 candles is used during this season and a new candle is lit each Sunday.  The pink candle – called the Christ – is lit on the third Sunday of Advent.  John the Baptist is the one who prepared the way for the Savior.  We hear in our scripture reading how Mary – the mother of Jesus – rejoiced and gave thanks to God when Elizabeth – John the Baptist’s mother – came into her home.  The coming of John the Baptist and Jesus makes us thankful throughout the year.

Christmas – Christmas is one of the two most popular holidays of the church year.  During the Christmas season of the church year – which is actually very short – we celebrate the birth of our Savior.  There are usually only one or two Sundays after Christmas depending on the calendar year.  The first Sunday after Christmas is usually the Sunday in which the Scripture readings and hymns focus on Jesus’ childhood – his flight to Egypt to escape Pharaoh, Simon and Anna praising God in the temple when they saw Jesus as a boy, and his trip to the temple in Jerusalem as a 12 year old boy with his parents.  Our scripture reading is the angels’ message to the shepherds in the field.  Just as that message brought joy to the angels and the shepherds may that message bring us joy and make us thankful throughout the year.

Epiphany – The actual date of Epiphany is always January 6th.  Many churches have a special Epiphany service either on that date or on the Thursday closest to it.  The word Epiphany comes from the Greek word Epiphaino which means to reveal or make known.  The news of the Savior’s birth was made known to the wise men who came from far away to praise the newborn King Jesus and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  The season of Epiphany is between 3 and 7 Sundays long depending on where Ash Wednesday falls in the calendar year.  The first Sunday after Jan. 6th is always the Baptism of Jesus and the last Sunday of Epiphany before Ash Wednesday is always Transfiguration.  During this season we praise God for revealing the Savior to the world through the shepherds, the wisemen, his disciples and his followers.  Letting other people know that they have a Savior who has forgiven them and loves them and has given us eternal life in heaven makes us thankful throughout the year.

Lent – During the season of Lent we reflect on the suffering and death of our Savior.  In addition to Sunday services we also have 6 midweek services as well as a service on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday when the season of Lent concludes.  There are approximately 40 days in Lent not including the Sundays.  The first Sunday in Lent focusses on Jesus’ temptation by the Devil and the last Sunday in Lent is always Palm Sunday.  The extra services that we have during Lent help us to reflect more and stress the importance of Jesus’ suffering and death.  That was why he came to earth.  Jesus’ death was the fulfillment of so many prophecies in the Old Testament, it is what people who lived thousands of years before it put their hope in.  Our sins caused Jesus to suffer.  Our sins put Jesus on the cross.  Our sins caused God the Father himself to forsake his Son.  And even though Lent causes us to take a good hard look at our lives and makes us feel bad because of our sins it also gives us a great sense of thanksgiving.  And for Jesus suffering and death we can be thankful throughout the year.

Easter – Easter begins with Easter Sunday.  Conventionally, Easter is observed on the first Sunday after the full moon that occurs after the spring equinox. However, this definition is a bit imprecise, so the actual date is determined by a rather complicated mathematical algorithm. In the Western calendar, it can occur any day between March 22 to April 25.  During the Easter season of the church year we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  And we know that his resurrection from the dead means that he defeated sin, death and the Devil and that we too, just like him, will rise from the dead on the last day.  The fourth Sunday of Easter is always Good Shepherd Sunday and the last Sunday of Easter is always the Sunday which follows Ascension.  Easter and Christmas make up the two most important holidays in the church year.  We can certainly be thankful that Jesus rose from the dead and that his victory has become ours through faith.  For this we are thankful throughout the year.

Pentecost – Pentecost begins with the Sunday after the last Sunday of Easter.  It is also the longest season of the church year and can have anywhere from 22 to 24 Sundays depending on the calendar year.  On the day of Pentecost Jesus came to the disciples and gave them the ability to speak the good news of salvation in different tongues and languages.  This was the start of their work as evangelists and missionaries.  During Pentecost we too remember the gifts that God has given us.  Gifts that help us to serve him and our families and friends.  May we never take these gifts for granted and may we never let them go to waste.  For the gifts of the Holy Spirit we are thankful throughout the year.

End times – The season of End times has 4 Sundays and begins with Reformation Sunday.  The second Sunday is Last Judgment, the third is Saints Triumphant and the last Sunday is Christ the King.  During this season of the church year we focus on Jesus’ second coming.  And that’s a certainty.  He will come to judge the world.  It’s a day that many people in our world fear because they don’t know their Savior.  And yet we can look forward to the final Last Judgment can’t we?  Because we know and are confident that we are going to heaven because of what Christ has done for us.  Jesus was our perfect substitute.  All our sins were laid on him.  He took the blame.  Now on Judgment Day God will not see our dirty, rotten, filthy sins but instead he will see us covered in Christ’s robe of righteousness.  And that makes us thankful not only during end times season but thankful throughout the year.

