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Advent 3 – December 14th, 2025
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

Dear Lord – As we prepare to celebrate the birth of you Son give us true Joy.  Joy with our families and friends.  Joy in work well done.  Joy in helping others who may be less fortunate than us.  Joy in the lights, colors, and festiveness of this season.  Joy in the gifts we give and share with others.  But mostly help us remember the Joy that comes from your love and forgiveness.  And help us to share that Joy with others using the talents and abilities we have through you.  Amen. 

W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Humanity wants a made-to-order Messiah. We want the Savior we want. The Jews wanted a political Messiah who would remove Roman oppression and reestablish the kingdom of Israel. The generic Christian of today wants a Messiah who is a good teacher and an inspiration for brotherly love.  Even faithful Christians face the temptation of a made-to-order Messiah. We want a Messiah who isn’t bothered by the sin that keeps cropping up in our life, who doesn’t call for total dedication but is fine if we only want a relaxed association with him. We want a Messiah who dispenses blessings liberally, to ensure that our life is blessed, as we would like to define it.  That is not the Messiah who came. Jesus defies the expectations of Israel, the world, and us. Jesus reminds us that “blessed” is a term that he defines, and it begins with not rejecting the Messiah because he fails to meet our expectations. One proof that Jesus is the Messiah is that he fulfilled every prophecy. Therefore, blessed people respond to adverse circumstances with patient waiting and confidence that, at just the right time, their Messiah will fix all that is broken in their lives.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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PRAYER – Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 35:1-10 – The prophet foretold that the coming of the Messiah would change everything.
SECOND LESSON – James 5:7-11– In contrast to the joy of the First Lesson, James urges us to temper our joyful anticipation of the Lord’s return with patience and firmness as we undergo the trials of day-to-day life.
Thanks to choir for singing: “A Shoot Shall Come Forth”
GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 11:2-11 – John is the promised forerunner of the Messiah, but the grace of God in Word and sacrament to the New Testament church endows even the “least of the kingdom” with greatness surpassing John.
SERMON………………………………………………………………………..…..James 5:7-11

“KEEP WAITING”
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN’S SERMON – There will be a children’s sermon today at the beginning of the service.  Please have your kids come up to discover what is in the “mystery box.”
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday for quilting with Bible Study at 9:30.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE – Our Sunday School kids will have their Christmas service next Sunday.  This will take the place of the regular service that day.

COMMUNION SWITCH – Communion for the month of December will be offered on the 28th.  

FORWARD IN CHRIST – The latest issue for December has arrived.  There are plenty of copies for family and friends in the narthex. 
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Emily Bone at school; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Julie Stevens; Kent & Deborah Wilkerson; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Dave Mundt; Wallace Fischer; Merline Tag; Bobbie Day; and Joan Kennemer.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS.
