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Christmas Eve
                        December 24, 2025
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In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
John 1:4.9.14
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Arise!  Shine!  Your Light Has Come!
Entrance Hymn:  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”                                     CW 354 / TLH 102  


         
The Call to Worship
Pastor:
Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.    
Congr:
See, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness is over the peoples.  
Pastor:
But the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.  
Congr:
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Pastor:
The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine upon us.

Congr:
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession.   
                         (From Isaiah 60; Psalm 118) 
Pastor:
Let us join in prayer:

All:
O Christ, You are the Light of the world.  Enlighten our darkness.  Shine into our hearts this night with the light of Your saving truth and redeeming love.  Knowing You as Savior and Lord, forgive us our sin and help us to share the light of Your salvation with all people.  For Your name’s sake we pray.  Amen.
Congregational Hymn:  “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”            CW 318 / TLH 60 
Part 1:  The Light Prophesied of Old

Introduction:  Christmas and light!  Ever since the brightness of heaven flooded the hills of Bethlehem and the twinkling of a star guided Eastern sages to their newborn King, Christmas and light have been inseparably intertwined in the minds of Christians.  


Christmas is the time of light. But in many instances the fragile lights, which were meant to be only symbols of the true Light of Christmas, have come to be mistaken for the light itself.  The symbol is substituted for the substance: and the people’s “light” is darkness. The same was true long, long ago.  But our God reigns.  He promised release from the darkness of sin and unbelief.

Responsive Reading:
Pastor:  I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near.                     (Numbers 24:17a)
Congr:  A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.                                                             (Numbers 24:17b)
Pastor:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. There will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy.  You have shattered the yoke that burdens them.

Congr:
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders.  And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom forever.                              (Isaiah 9:1-7)
Congregational Hymn:  “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”            CW 327 / TLH 63
Part 2:  The Light Draws Near
Introduction: Christ is the Light of Christmas. Christ is the Light of the world.  Christ is the guiding Light of our lives.  He is the Light of lights!


Remove from our hearts every influence which has come to us from the Savior – our Christian home, Christian parents, Christian training – erase from our memory every special providence, every comfort, every consolation, every hope-strengthening reassurance which has come to us as a gift of the Savior’s love – and behold what dismal darkness remains.  Christ is our Light!  With believers of old we rejoice as His coming draws near.


Responsive Reading:
Pastor: 
Praise be to God.  He has come and redeemed His people.                                                                   (Luke 1:68)
Congr:  
The rising sun will come to us from heaven.  He will guide our feet into the path of peace.            (Lk.1:78-79)
Pastor:
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David, as He said through His holy prophets of long ago.

Congr:
Salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.

Pastor:
To show mercy to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant, the oath He swore to our father Abraham;

Congr:
To rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve Him without fear in holiness all our days.                                                        (From Luke 1:68ff)
Congregational Hymn: “To Shepherd’s As They Watched By Night”   CW 335 / TLH 103
Part 3:  The Light Appears

Introduction: The hearts of Christians throughout the world are dwelling during these sacred hours upon the wondrous story of that first Christmas Eve when the Light of Life appeared.  What a resplendent scene unfolds before our eyes in the simple language of that story!


Lowly shepherds, the angel of God, a heavenly chorus, and the comforting words:  “Fear not!  Stop being afraid!  For unto you is born a Savior!”   It is the eternal power and divine mystery of this simple yet eloquent news that electrifies the hearts of Christians whenever the glad tidings are repeated.  The Light Appears; the Savior is born. 


Christ is our Light!  Every ray of heavenly cheer that has shined into our sin-darkened hearts has found its source in the true Christmas Light of Bethlehem. He is the Light of the world.  We hear the story of his coming.

Responsive Reading:
Pastor:   An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

Congr:
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.

Pastor:
They will call Him Immanuel – which means ‘God with us.’  Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea.  It is clear that our Lord descended from Judah. 

(Matthew 1:20-23; 2:1;Hebrews 2:14)

Congr:
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.  To Him be praise and honor and glory and power for ever and ever.      (Revelation 5:5,13)
Part 4:  The Service of Light

(At this time the ushers will come forward to pass out the candles.  The Christ Candle in the middle of the Advent Wreath will act as our source of light.  As the ushers proceed down the center aisle, tip your unlit candle towards the lighted one and pass the flame to your neighbor, keeping your lighted candle held vertically at all times.  No offering will be taken during the service this evening so as to not diminish the focus on our Heavenly Father’s supreme Gift to us.  An offering plate is found in the narthex where you may leave a gift in response to God’s gift of Himself.)

Special music by Jane Rips, Pastor Krueger, Judy Bertoldie, and Ame Hunter
Reading of Luke 2

Congregational Carols by Candlelight
Hark!  The herald angels sing,  Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!

Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;

With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’ incarnate Deity!

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!

Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King.”

Hail, the heavenly Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings

Mild He lays His glory by,  Born that we no more may die,

Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth

Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King.”

(CW 350 / TLH 94)

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains.

And the mountains in reply,

Echoing their joyous strains.

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo;  Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo;  Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o.

Come, to Bethlehem, and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, the new born King.

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo;  Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o.
(CW 346/ CW(red) 63)
What Child is this, Who, laid to rest On Mary’s lap, is sleeping;

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,

While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King; 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring Him laud,  The babe the Son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate Where oxen now are feeding

Good Christians, fear; For sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through;

The cross He’ll bear for me, for you.

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe the Son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;


Come, peasant, king, to own Him.

The King of kings  Salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise the song on high; The virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,  The babe, the Son of Mary!

(CW 344/ CW(red) 67 )

Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 

Holy Infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,   Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night!  Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;

Glories stream from heaven afar,  

Heav’nly hosts sing:  “Alleluia!

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night!  Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

(CW  337/ TLH 646)

Christmas Eve Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction
Closing Carol:
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King

Let ev’ry  heart prepare Him room  

And heav’n and nature sing,  And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.







(CW  353 / TLH 87)
Silent Prayer
You may extinguish your candle at this time. Upon leaving the church, please leave the candleholders in the basket at the back of the church.  If you wish, you may take the candle with you.  
We wish you a most happy and blessed Christmas.  May the true Light of Bethlehem, Christ Jesus, God’s Son, our Savior, shine into your hearts this holiday season and cheer you with His presence.  

As we enter the New Year, may He go before you to bless your life in Him for He will continue on His way to the cross and the empty tomb.  There we will again find much reason to sing for joy as the Light and Life of salvation fulfills what He came to do for us. 


“Because of the tender mercy of our God, the rising Sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”  (Luke 1:78-79)

Accompanists:  Jane Rips / Judy Bertoldie
Special Music: Ame Hunter / Pastor Todd Krueger


