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Epiphany 1 – January 11th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

Today we focus our attention of Jesus’ baptism.  Even though the sacrament of baptism hadn’t been officially instituted by Christ yet, the practice of this ceremonial washing and purification was important so that others would see who he was.  It showed that he was indeed true man while also being true God.  This also marked the beginning of Jesus’ formal ministry where he revealed himself to people through his miracles and teachings.  Jesus cared enough about people that he needed to let them know he was the Promised Messiah finally come to fulfill God’s promise to humankind.  Let’s also show that care and concern as we “reveal” our Christian faith in the way that we talk to, encourage, and treat others.     
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
 “Christ” is not Jesus’ last name, of course. It is a title. The Greek word “Christ” and the Hebrew word “Messiah” both mean the same thing—“The Anointed One.” Anointing was the practice of pouring liquid (typically oil) over the head of someone to signify selection for some special task. However, when the Lord anointed heroes to do his saving work, what he poured over them was his Spirit. 

For centuries people of faith had patiently waited for the promised Messiah, the servant of God who would bring the salvation we so desperately need. The time had come for Jesus to be revealed as the fulfillment of that divine promise. So, Christ our Lord came to the Jordan River to be baptized, that he might be recognized by John and revealed to Israel. At his baptism Jesus was anointed—marked as God's special servant and empowered by the Spirit of the Lord.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ORDER OF WORSHIP……………………………….............................................p. 5
HYMNS:  59 – 298(1,5,6) – 131 – 301       

PRAYER – Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 42:1-7 – This is the first of Isaiah’s four “Servant Songs.”  In words charged with grace and mercy the chosen Servant is described as the One who will bring justice, mercy, and faithfulness for all people.
SECOND LESSON – Acts 10:34-38 – God’s grace is extended to all people in Christ Jesus who, after his baptism by John in the Jordan, embarked on his formal ministry as the world’s Messiah.
GOSPEL LESSON - Matthew 3:13-17 – How important to note that Jesus receives his Father’s approval at the beginning of his ministry.
SERMON………………………………………………………………….......Matthew 3:13-17

“I HAVE COME TO DO IT ALL”
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN’S SERMON – There will be a children’s sermon today at the beginning of the service.  Please have your kids come up to discover what is in the “mystery box.”
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday for quilting with Bible Study at 9:30.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Epiphany 2.  Bible Study and Sunday School at 10:30 and worship at 11:30.  The readings will be:  Isaiah 49:1-6 / 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 / John 1:29-41. 
ANNUAL MEETING – Our church’s Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 25th after the service.  All are invited to attend.
QUILTING WORKSHOP - On Saturday, February 7, the Peace Quilters will be holding a quilting workshop (Super Bowl Sewing Saturday) in the church basement for those interested in learning how to hand-quilt and/or piece quilts together. Donations will be accepted. This is open to the public but those wishing to attend need to text their name to 417-840-6481 (Kathy) by January 28 to reserve their spot.  The quilters will provide thimbles, scrap material, scissors, and sewing machines. There is a flyer on the bulletin board in the basement with more information! Thanks!

FORWARD IN CHRIST – The latest issue for December has arrived.  There are plenty of copies for family and friends in the narthex. 
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Emily Bone at school; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Julie Stevens; Kent & Deborah Wilkerson; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Dave Mundt; Wallace Fischer; the family of Merline Tag; Bobbie Day; and Joan Kennemer.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS.
